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Singapore Firm Secures 230MW 
Myanmar Power Plant Financing

United Overseas Bank (UOB) to fi nance power plant in Mon state

Zayar Phyo

Singapore-based Asi-
atech Energy last 
week signed an agree-

build a combined cycle gas-

mar’s southeastern Mon 
state, the company said.

Asiatech Energy was 
commissioned to con-
struct the 230-mega-
watt (MW) power plant 
in Mawlamyaing in Mon 
state by Myanmar Light-
ing IPP Co Ltd (MLC). 

Singapore’s United 
Overseas Bank (UOB) 

project, without disclos-
ing the loan amount to 
Asiatech Energy. How-
ever, several Singaporean 
press reports indicated 
that the project is worth 
$170 million.

MLC will own and oper-
ate the power plant and 
the electricity generated 
will be distributed by My-
anmar Electrical Power 
Enterprise (MEPE). Once 
completed, the power 
plant will produce enough 
electricity to provide pow-
er to approximately 5 mil-

lion people in Myanmar, 
the company said. 

Tang Weng Fei, chair-
man, Asiatech Energy 
Pvt Ltd, said, “Asiatech 

Singapore company to 
build a combined cycle 

Mon state to help serve 
the electrical needs of 
Myanmar,” where only a 
quarter of the population 
of about 60 million cur-
rently has access to elec-
tricity, according to the 
Asian Development Bank 
(ADB). Outside the main 
cities of Yangon, Nay Pyi 
Taw and Mandalay, only 

holds is connected to the 
electricity grid.

milestone for us and UOB 
has been instrumental to 
this project by supporting 
us with funding from Sin-
gapore,” Tang said.

Frederick Chin, man-
aging director and head, 
Group Wholesale Bank-

ing of Asiatech Energy’s 
project is in line with the 
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pifumyltajcpdkuf   Asiatech
pGrf;tifukrÜPDonf rGefjynfe,f? 
armfvNrdKifNrdKUwGif r*¾g0yf 230 
xGuf&Sdrnfh obm0"mwfaiGUoHk;
"mwftm;ay;puf½Hkwpfckudk wnf 
aqmuf&ef b@ma&;qdkif&m 
oabmwlnDrIwpf&yf&&SdcJhonf 
[k  od&onf/

Asiatech    pGrf;tifukrÜPDtm; 
jrefrmEdkifiHrS Myanmar Lighting 
IPP (MLC) ukrÜPDvDrdwuf 
vkyfief;tyfESHcJhjcif;jzpfonf/tqdk 
ygpDrHudef;twGuf &if;ESD;jr§KyfESHrnfh
aiGaMu;yrmPudk xkwfazmfajym 
qdkjcif;r&Sdaomfvnf; pifumyl 
owif;rD'D,mrsm;\ azmfjycsuf 
t& &if;ESD;jr§KyfESHrIyrmPrSm tar 
&duefa':vm oef; 170 cefY&Sd 
vdrfhrnf[k  od&onf/

tqdkygvQyfppf"mwftm;ay; 
puf½HkwnfaqmufNyD;pD;ygu ,if; 
a'otwGif;&Sd vlOD;a&  ig;oef; 
ausmfudk vQyfppf"mwftm;axmufyHh
ay;Edkifvdrfhrnf[k  MLC    ukrÜPD 
u  ajymMum;cJhonf/

tm&SzGHUNzdK;a&;bPf\ cefYrSef; 
csuft& vlOD;a&oef;ajcmufq,f 
ausmf&Sdonf h jrefrmEd ki fi HwGif 

S
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ukplang/R
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PTTEP to Invest $3.3b in 
Myanmar in Five Years

Kyaw Min

Thailand’s oil and 
gas giant PTT Ex-
ploration and Pro-

duction (PTTEP) will 
invest $3.3 billion in 

years, a top PTTEP execu-
tive said. 

The company will set 
aside 20 percent of its 
$16 billion in capital ex-
penditure from now until 
2018 for its drilling and 
exploration operations in 

Myanmar, PTTEP chief 

Vongvanich said at a 
press conference in Yan-
gon last week.

At present PTTEP is 
carrying out oil and gas 
exploration and produc-
tion at seven blocks in 
Myanmar – M9 (Zaw-
tika), M3, M11, PSC G & 
EP 2, MD7 and MD8. It 
also holds a 25 percent 
stake in the Yadana and 

xdkif;EdkifiH\ xdyfwef;a&eHESifh
obm0"mwfaiGUvkyfief;BuD;jzpf
aom    PTT Exploration and 
Production (PTTEP)  onf 
jrefrmEdkifiHwGif vmrnfh 5 ESpf 
twGif; tar&duefa':vm 3.3 
bDvD,Htm; &if;ESD;jr§KyfESHoGm;rnf
[k  PTTEP  rSxdyfwef;trIaqmif 
wpfOD;u ajymMum;cJhonf/
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Business News in Brief
Myanmar to Grant SME Collateral-Free Loans

State-owned Myanmar Insurance Enterprise (MIE) 
will introduce an insurance policy that will grant small 
and medium enterprises collateral-free loans in the 

Minister Maung Maung Thein said. If the new system 
works well for MIE, the 12 private insurance companies 
will later be allowed to do it, he added.

GDP Falls Short of Expectation in H1 of 2013-14 
FY

presented to parliament revealed. The actual GDP 
reached only 5.9 percent against the target of 8.9 per-
cent, according to the report.

Gov’t Report Highlights Gap Between Rich And 
Poor

A report by the Ministry of National Planning and 
Business Development said the gap between rich and 
poor in Myanmar is widening. According to the report, 
the government has only implemented only 32 percent 

year.

Myanmar to Launch Labour Force Survey 
Myanmar will conduct its second national labour 

force survey, including the number of jobless, child la-
bourers, self-employed and those working abroad, the 
Labour Ministry said. The International Labour Organ-
ization (ILO) and the Ministry of Labour and Employ-
ment will jointly carry out the survey. 

Myanmar to Form ASEAN Rice Federation
Myanmar will work for emergence of Federation of 

ASEAN Rice Industry Association during its term of the 
group’s chair, Secretary General Soe Tun of Myanmar 
Rice Industry Association was quoted in local media as 
saying. Soe Tun said the proposal to form the federation 
will be made at an upcoming ASEAN Economic Minis-
ters’ Meeting in August.

Yangon to Develop More Industrial Estates
Some new industrial estates will be developed around 

commercial city Yangon to help reduce land prices at 
existing estates, Kyaw Soe, regional minister for For-

dustrial estates around Yangon range between K60 

depending on the locations.

Over 100 Big Restaurants to Undergo Inspec-
tion for Tax Evasion

A total of 112 big restaurants in commercial city Yan-

gon will be inspected for tax evasion in a special cam-
paign to expose tax evaders, the 7Day Daily reported, 
quoting Kyaw Kyaw, a member of the Tax Supervision 
Board. He said over 70 big restaurants will be inspected 

Survey to Be Conducted for Introducing Health 
Insurance

A survey will be conducted on the health require-
ments of people from the lower and middle classes in 
Myanmar to introduce a suitable insurance system by 
2015, the Voice Daily reported, quoting Deputy Finance 
Minister Maung Maung Thein as saying. None of the 

health insurance at present.

Myanmar-Singapore Joint Ventures Get List-
ed on SGX

Three Myanmar-Singapore joint ventures have joined 
the Singaporean Exchange as they wait for Myanmar 
to open its own stock market, according to local me-
dia reports. The companies are Yoma Strategic Hold-

launch its own stock exchange in 2015. 
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EdkifiHydkif jrefrmhtmrcHvkyfief;onfvmrnfhb@ma&;ESpfrSpít 
ao;pm;ESif htvwfpm;vkyfief;r sm;twGuftmrcHrvdktyfyJacs;aiG  
axmufyHhay;Edkif&eftwGuftmrcHay:vpDwpf&yfudkrdwfqufay; 
oGm;rnfjzpfaMumif; b@ma&;0efBuD;Xme'k0efBuD;OD;armifarmif 
odef;u  ajymMum;cJhonf/ 

2013-14b@ma&;ESpf\ yxrajcmufvwmtwGif; jrefrmEdkifiH\
pkpkaygif;jynfwGif;xkwfukefwefzdk;onfarQmfrSef;xm;aomtaet 
xm;odkYra&muf&SdcJhaMumif;od&onf/owfrSwfarQmfrSef;xm;onfhjynf 
wGif; xkwfukefwefzdk;rSm 8.9 &mcdkifEIef; jzpfaomfvnf;trSefwu,f 
jynfwGif;xkwfukefwefzdk;rSm 5.9 &mcdkifEIef;om&SdcJ haMumif; od&onf/ 

trsKd;om;pDrHudef;ESifh pD;yGm;a&;zGHUNzdK;wdk;wufrI0efBuD;XmerS ppfwrf;t
& jrefrmEdkifiHwGifqif;&Jcsrf;omuGm[csufrSmydkrdkus,fjyefYvmaMumif; 
od&onf/tqdkygppfwrf;t&tpdk;&rS,ckb@ma&;ESpf\yxrajcmuf
vwmtwGif;pDrHudef;tm;vHk;\ 32 &mcdkifEIef;udkomtaumift 
xnfazmfaqmif&GufEdkifcJhaMumif;od&onf/ jrefrmEdkifiHonf'kwd, 
tBudrfajrmufvkyfom;ppfwrf;udkaumufcHoGm;rnfjzpfNyD;,if;ppf 
wrf;wGiftvkyftudkifvufrJhOD;a&? uav;tvkyform;rsm;? jynfy 
wGiftvkyfvkyfudkifaeolrsm;tp&Sdonfhtcsuftvufrsm;yg yg0if 
rnfjzpfaMumif;od&um tqdkygppfwrf;tm; tjynfjynfqdkif&mt 
vkyform;tzGJUtpnf;BuD;ESifh tvkyform;a&;&m0efBuD;XmewdkY rSyl; 
aygif;í aqmif&GufoGm;rnf[kod&onf/ jrefrmEdkifiHonf tmqD,H 
Ouú|&mxl;oufwrf;twGif;tmqD,Hqefpyg;vkyfief;toif;BuD; 
tm; jzpfwnfvm&eftwGuf BudK;yrf;vkyfaqmifoGm;rnfjzpfaMumif;  
od&onf/
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Myanmar is in discus-
sions with many coun-

its goods or gain duty free access 
in a bid to help local exporters 

international market, President 
U Thein Sein said.

“We have already been grant-
ed Generalised System of Pref-
erences (GSP) facilities by the 
EU. Talks are underway with 

Zayar Phyo other countries to gain fur-

privileges,” U Then Sein said 
at a meeting with private en-
trepreneurs and representa-
tives of business organisations 
at Yangon regional parliament 
recently.

He said the government has 
been “successful in its endeav-
our to remove economic sanc-
tions” that were imposed by 
the international community 
because of the previous military 

regime. Since it came to power 
in 2011, the quasi-civilian gov-
ernment under U Thein Sein’s 
leadership embarked on swift 
political and economic reforms, 
which were rewarded by West-
ern governments through lift-
ing of sanctions, debt cancella-
tions and development aids. 

“If we can liberalise trade and 
carry out more reforms, it will 
allow us greater linkages with 
international markets, which in 

ented industries,” the president 
said.

The government has already 
carried out wide trade liberali-
sation measures, by facilitating 
and promoting trade and pro-
viding trade education. It has 
also undertaken steps to allow 
citizens to have equal opportu-
nities in the trade sector, sus-
pended 10 percent export duty 
and 8 percent commercial tax, 
instituted measures that allow 
businesses to obtain business 
licences in Yangon and permit-
ted certain business activities to 
run without requiring a licence. 

Trade volume shot up from 

FY up to the second week of Feb-
ruary, the president said to em-

phasise the country’s economic 
development in trade sector.

He said the Myanmar Invest-
ment Commission was estab-
lished to facilitate foreign and 
domestic enterprises that want 
to invest in Myanmar. Between 
2011 and December 2013, a to-
tal of 188 foreign investments 
poured in $8.2 billion in invest-

put in K2.2 trillion ($2.23 bil-
lion), he added.

“Our country lacks invest-
ment, technology and human 
resources,” U Thein Sein said, 
adding that the country is invit-
ing more foreign investment.

“Myanmar’s ASEAN chair-
manship coincides with an im-
portant time when AFTA (ASE-
AN Free Trade Area) and AEC ( 
ASEAN Economic Community) 
are going to be materialised. 
While businesses based in My-
anmar will have an advantage, 
it will be critical for medium 
and large businesses that rely 
on manufacturing and services 
to strike the balance between 
supply and value chain,” U 
Thein Sein said, calling for co-
operation from the members of 
the business community. 

He also stressed the needs to 
establish a mechanism enabling 

further cooperation between 
the government and private 
organisations, adding that the 
government will set up Myan-
mar Business Forum which will 
perform as a bridge between 
government and private busi-
ness organisations.

“Development of our private 
sector is vital for the sake of 
our economic development,” 
he said, adding that the private 
sector accounts for 90 percent 
of Myanmar’s economy. 

The meeting gathered more 

private entrepreneurs from dif-
ferent sectors, representatives 
from business groups and par-
liamentarians.

jynfyykd Yukefvkyfief;rsm;tm;omcsuf 
jzpfaprnffh Oa&myor*¾\  GSP uJhokdY 
tcGefavQmhayghuif;vGwfcGifhrsm; jyefvnf 
cHpm;cGifh&&ef aqmif&GufcJhNyD; tjcm;EkdifiH 
rsm;ESifhvnf; tcGefavQmhayghrIESifh uif; 
vGwfcGifhrsm;&&S datmif aqmif&Gufae 
aMumif; EkdifiHawmfor®w OD;odfef;pdefu 
azazmf0g&Dv 22 &ufaeYu &efukef   
wdkif;a'oBuD;vTwfawmf½Hk;wGif jyKvkyfcJh 
aom pD;yGm;a&;vkyfief;&Sifrsm;ESifh awGUqHk 
aqG;aEG;yGJwGif  ajymMum;cJhonf/
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Japanese Retail Giant Aeon to 
Branch Out in Myanmar

Shein Thu Aung

Asia’s largest retailer 
Aeon Co Ltd is planning 
to expand its retail busi-

ness in Myanmar, a move that 

retailer in the Southeast Asian 
country.

According to reports in the 

looking to set up a representa-

The reports said Aeon eventu-
ally plans to open a shopping 

mall in the city by 2016. No in-
vestment details were available 
for the move.

in line with Aeon’s expansion 
plans for Asia, which has seen 
it move into China, Malaysia, 
Thailand, and Vietnam. The 
group also has announced plans 
to enter the markets of Indone-
sia and Cambodia. 

shopping mall in Cambodia, 
which is scheduled to open in 

-
pan, Aeon is a retail network 
comprising more than 250 con-
solidated subsidiaries and 26 

-
panies ranging from conveni-
ence stores “Ministop” and su-
permarkets to shopping malls 
and specialty stores, including 
Talbots.

Aeon, formerly known as 

revenues worth $55.56 billion 
in 2012, and has about 360,000 
employees worldwide.
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tm&StBuD;qHk;vufvDta&mif;ukrÜPD 
wpfckjzpfonfh  Aeon    onf jrefrm 

udk csJUxGif&eftwGuf pDpOfaeaMumif; 
od&onf/

,if;odk Y p DpOfrI jzpfajrmufvmygu   
ta&SUawmiftm&SwGif *syefEd ki fi H\ 

yxrqHk;vufvDta&mif;qdkifukrÜPD 
BuD;jzpfvmrnfjzpfonf/ Aeon onf 
,ckESpftwGif; vkyfief;rsm;csJUxGif&ef 
jrefrmEdkifiHodkYavhvmrIrsm; vma&mufjyK 
vkyfcJhNyD;vmrnfh 2016 ckESpfwGif 

od&onf/
Aeon   onf w½kwf? rav;&Sm;? 

xdkif;ESifh AD,uferfponfhEdkifiHrsm;wGif

oGm;zG,f&SdaeaMumif; od&onf/ *syef 
EdkifiHwGif JUSCO  Super market    [k 
vlodrsm;onfh   Aeon    vufvDta&mif; 
qdkifvkyfief;onf  2012 ckESpfwGif 0ifaiG 
tar&duefa':vm 55 'or 56 
bDvD,H&&SdcJhNyD; urÇmtESHUwGif tvkyf 
orm;aygif; 3 odef; 6 aomif;udk    
tvkyfay;xm;EkdifonfhukrÜPDjzpfonf/ 

Venus Bags Myanmar 
Marketing Approval 

for Elores
Kyaw Min

India’s Venus Remedies Ltd, 
a research-based global 
pharmaceutical company, is 

set to expand into Myanmar as 
it received marketing authori-

product Elores, the company 
said.

Venus Remedies said it would 
launch the drug in Myanmar by 
April.

Chairman and Managing Di-
rector Pawan Chaudhary said, 
“This marketing authorisation 
will help us make big strides in 
Southeast Asia. 

“The size of Myanmar’s phar-
-

lion and the country imports 
85-90 percent of its pharma 
products. We are looking to 
capture a sizeable chunk of the 
antibiotics market in Myanmar 
with Elores.” 

A few months ago, the compa-
ny got marketing approval for 
Elores from Guatemala. 

The company already re-
ceived patents for Elores from 

procedure of this product is in 
advanced stages in 13 EU coun-
tries and 15 other countries, 
including South Korea, South 
Africa and Saudi Arabia. The 
company has signed deals with 
South Korean pharmaceuti-
cal company Goodwill Pharma 

Laboratories for the exclusive 
marketing of Elores.

-
ous multidrug-resistant hospi-
tal-acquired infections involv-
ing metallo-beta-lactamase and 
carbapenem-resistant strains of 
bacteria.

The company said it has spent 
$10 million on the product’s 
R&D (research and develop-
ment).

Headquartered in Haryana, 
India, the company has three 
manufacturing units and 11 

-
cluding the US and Germany.

tdEd´,EdkifiHtajcpdkuf   urÇmvHk;qdkif
&maq;0g;ukrÜPDwpfckjzpfaom   Venus 
Remedies Ltd  onf jrefrmEdkifiHwGif 
aps;uGufcsJUxGif&eftwGuf pDpOfaeNyD;   
Elores okawoexkwfukeftwGufvnf; 
aps;uGuftodtrSwfjyKcGifhjyKcsufudk &&Sd 
cJhNyD;jzpfaMumif; ukrÜPDrS ajymMum;cJ honf/ 

jrefrmEdkifiHwGif {NyDvrSpí aq;0g;rsm;
tm; pwifxkwfvkyfay;oGm;EdkifzG,f&Sd 
aMumif;  Venus Remedies   rS 
aMunm cJhonf/ 

Venus Remedies  \ Ouú|ESifh 
refae*sif;'g½dkufwm jzpfol Pawan 
Chaudhary u ,ckuJhodkY aps;uGuf 
todtrSwfjyK cGifhjyKcsuf&&Sdjcif;aMumifh 
ta&SUawmiftm&SwGif vkyfief;rsm;ydkrdk 
csJUxGifvkyfaqmif&eftwGuf taxmuf 
tuljyKapvdrfhrnf[k ajymMum;cJ honf/

jrefrmEdkifiH\ aq;0g;aps;uGufonf 
tar&duefa':vm oef; 400 txd 
wefzdk;&S daeNyD; jrefrmEdkifiHonf aq;0g; 
xkwfukef   85 &mcdkifEIef;rS 90 &mcdkifEIef; 
txdudk jynfyrS wifoGif;ae&aMumif; 
od&onf/

vGefcJhonfhvtenf;i,fcefYu  Venus 
Remedies  ukrÜPDonf   Elores       
twGuf aps;uGuftodtrSwfjyKcGif hjyK 
csuftm;   Guatemala   rS &&SdcJhonf/ 
,if;ukrÜPDonf EdkifiHaygif; 46 EdkifiH 
wGif  Elores  twGuf rlydkifcGifhjyKcsuf   
rsm;udkvnf; &&Sdxm;onf/
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Improving Myanmar’s Business Environment 
for Sustainable Economic Growth

Kim NB Ninh and 
Matthew Arnold

In a meeting with the 
business community 
recently, Myanmar 

President U Thein Sein 
declared that “economic 
development for the coun-
try is possible only when 
the private enterprises 
that constitute 90 percent 
of the country’s economy 
develop,” and that “the 
government and the pri-
vate sector must work 
hand in hand.” He also 
urged the business com-
munity to work with the 
government in showcas-
ing Myanmar’s “private 
sector prowess” during its 
ASEAN Chairmanship.

Indeed, economic 
growth in Myanmar has 
been strong over the past 
several years, with the 
International Monetary 
Fund predicting a 7.5 
percent growth rate for 

environment that is con-
ducive for increased for-
eign direct investment as 
well as a vibrant domestic 
private sector is a key ele-
ment in generating strong 
and sustainable economic 
growth.

At the local level, the im-
portant role of small- and 
medium-sized businesses 
(SMEs) to provide em-
ployment and services to 
communities, to generate 
much-needed revenues 
for local governments to 

and development initia-
tives, and to participate 

-
ing production chains as 
part of Myanmar’s region-
al and global integration 
must be encouraged.

However, despite com-

businesses in the coun-
try, not enough atten-
tion has been paid to the 
business environment en-
countered by Myanmar’s 
SMEs. Though they ac-
count for a much smaller 
share of GDP than larger 

be inseparable from the 
growth and develop-
ment of Myanmar’s over-
all economy, especially 

in terms of job creation. 
Strengthening these local 
agents of growth is de-
pendent not only on fur-
thering national reforms 
but also on strengthening 
the support of local gov-
ernments at the state and 
regional levels.

For SMEs, the majority 
of business-government 
engagement happens 
with subnational govern-
ments, including various 

authorities. A new discus-
sion paper jointly pro-
duced by The Asia Foun-
dation and the Myanmar 
Development Resource 
Institute’s Centre for Eco-
nomic and Social Devel-
opment analysed the role 
that local government 
institutions in Myanmar 
play in economic govern-

SMEs. Intending to pro-
vide a more nuanced view 
of the reality for business-
es operating in Myanmar, 
the research team carried 
out 30 in-depth inter-
views and focus groups 
with businesses, business 
associations, and govern-

-
ies, Mawlamyine in Mon 
State and Monywa in Sa-
gaing Region.

despite changes in gov-
erning structures over the 
last few years at both the 
national and subnational 

control of both the Un-

governments continue to 
work together on a wide 

form a web of interlinked, 
overlapping, and often 
ambiguous authority. In-

government having dif-
ferent responsibilities, in 
Myanmar, every part of 
government plays a role 
in everything, particularly 
at the local level. This dy-
namic is at the root of the 
excessive red tape and bu-
reaucracy that currently 
constrain businesses, es-
pecially SMEs.

Businesses engage with 
government for a wide 
range of services and 
permissions. Among the 
most important are oper-
ating licences, construc-
tion permits, inspections, 

provision of infrastruc-
ture and basic utilities. 

-
ence these interactions 

on the size of the busi-
ness, sector of operation, 
or networks of the busi-

ness owner, with fewer 
-
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pD;yGm;a&;vkyfief;todkif;t0ef; 
ESifh rMumao;rDu jyKvkyfusif;y 
cJ haom awGUqHkaqG;aEG;yGJwGif jrefrm 
EdkifiH\or®wOD;odef;pdefu yk*¾vdu 
vkyfief;rsm;taejzifh EdkifiH\pD;yGm; 
a&;zGHUNzdK;rItwGuf 90 &mcdkifEIef; 
txd yg0ifvkyfaqmifEdkifrSom 
EdkifiHtwGuf pD;yGm;a&;zGHUNzdK;wdk;wuf 
rIrSm jzpfEdkifvdrfhrnf[k ajymMum;cJh 
ovdk tpdk;&ESifhyk*¾vduwdkYrSvnf; 
yl;aygif;aqmif&GufoGm;&rnf[k
ajymMum;cJhonf/ 

pD;yGm;a&;vkyfief;todkif;t0ef;
udkvnf; tpdk;&ESifh yl;aygif;vkyf
aqmif&efwdkufwGef;cJhaMumif; od& 
onf/vGefcJhaomfESpfrsm;twGif; 
jrefrmEdkifiH\ pD;yGm;a&;zGHUNzdK;wdk; 
wufrIrSm tm;aumif;vmcJ h NyD;   
tjynfjynfqdkif&maiGaMu;&efyHkaiG
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tween geographic loca-
tions. The report found 
that businesses almost 
universally view the two 
most lucrative taxes, the 
commercial and the in-
come tax, as problematic 
as they do not generally 
follow prescribed sched-
ules but instead depend 
on relationships, nego-
tiation and bribery. Other 
important interactions, 
such as inspections and 
obtaining construction 
permits, were generally 
viewed as less of an obsta-
cle to doing business. By 
example, most businesses 
noted that they had been 

inspected at some point, 
-

nancial burdens were 
minimal.

While the business en-
vironment remains chal-
lenging in Myanmar, one 
area that has seen nota-
ble improvement is the 
government’s willingness 
to engage and commu-
nicate with the business 
community, as echoed 
in President Thein Sein’s 
address. An increas-
ingly common sentiment 
among business owners, 
especially those of SMEs, 
is that government is now 
more open, and that it is 
easier to meet with gov-

"Though they account for a much 
smaller share of GDP than larger 

firms, their success will be 
inseparable from the growth and 

development of Myanmar’s overall 
economy, especially in terms of job 

creation."

committees have been 
formed through which 
businesses can advocate 
for improvements in gov-
ernment services or in-
frastructure. Often, the 

approve these requests 
without higher authoriza-
tion from Nay Pyi Taw.

the report authors sug-
gest several policy recom-
mendations that need to 
be prioritised. First, the 
government needs to re-
duce red tape and bureau-
cracy and work to create 

-
able business environ-
ment. It is this – not the 
promotion of business, 

that will be fundamental 
to the country’s develop-
ment. Complementary to 
this, Myanmar’s civil ser-
vice must re-orient from 
seeking rents to providing 
services. Rent-seeking is 
especially pronounced in 
licensing and taxation, 
and gradually addressing 
this through increasing 
civil service salaries and 

penalties for corruption 
will help lower the cost 
of doing business and 
improve the allocation of 
labour and capital in the 
economy.

Additionally, within the 
parameters of Myanmar’s 

-
ise, it is imperative that 
the government push to 
clarify the roles of each 
level of government and 
their authority over busi-
ness to improve the pre-
dictability of government 
in both policy and imple-
mentation and to move 
from relationship-based 
interactions to more for-
malised, transparent, 
rules-based processes.

Kim NB Ninh is The 
Asia Foundation’s coun-
try representative in 
Myanmar and Matthew 
B Arnold is the Founda-
tion’s assistant director 
for Program Strategy, 
Innovation, and Learn-
ing based in Bangkok. 
They can be reached at 
kninh@asiafound.org 
and marnold@asia-
found.org, respectively. 

Wai Linn Kyaw

Fbetween Yangon Inter-
national Airport and Charles 
de Gaulle Airport in Paris via 
Bangkok through a codeshare 
agreement with Bangkok Air-
ways, the airline said.

Travellers from Myanmar will 
now be able to travel to more 
than 90 business and leisure 
destinations across Europe, 
Africa and Americas through 
Bangkok and Air France’s hub 
in Paris, Air France said in a 
statement.

-

seats are Business Class, 32 

Economy.
The airline said the connect-

ing time between the two car-
riers has been “reduced to a 
minimum” at Bangkok’s Su-
varnabhumi Airport to make 
Europe’s hubs “more accessi-
ble”.

Air France said passengers 

obtain their boarding passes 
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The article was origi-
nally published on The 
Asia Foundation’s blog, 
In Asia, and has been re-
published with The Asia 
Foundation’s permission.

check-in at Yangon, and also 
check through the baggage to 

tzGJUrSvnf; 2014 ckESpftwGuf 
pD;yGm;a&;zGHUNzdK;wdk;wufrIEIef;rSm 
7.5 &mcdkifEIef;txd&Sdvdrfhrnf[k 
cefYrSef;xm;onf/ pD;yGm;a&;0ef; 
usifaumif;wpfckzefwD;jcif;onf 
EdkifiHjcm;wdkuf½dkuf&if;ESD;jr§KyfESHrIrsm;
wdk;wufvmrItwGufrsm;pGmt 
a&;ygovdkcdkifrmNyD; a&&SnfwnfwHh  
zGHUNzdK;aompD;yGm;a&;zGHUNzdK;rItwGuf 
ta&;ygaom jynfwGif;yk*¾vdu 
u@wGifvnf; ta&;ygaom  
tpdwftydkif;wpfckjzpfaMumif; od
&onf/ 

jynfwGif;taetxm;wGif vlrI 
todkif;t0ef;odkY tvkyftudkifESifh
0efaqmifrIrsm;tm; axmufyHhay; 
&eftwGuf tao;pm;ESifh tvwf 
pm;vkyfief;rsm;\tcef;u@onf 
ta&;ygNyD; vlrI0efaqmifrIrsm; 
ESifh zGHUNzdK;wdk;wufa&;aqmif&Guf
csufrsm;udk aqmif&Guf&ef jynf 
wGif; tpdk;&tzGJUtpnf;rsm;twGuf 

vdktyfaom0ifaiGudk xkwfvkyfay; 
vmEdkifjcif;ESifh xkwfvkyfrItcef; 
u@wGif wuf<uxda&mufpGm 
yg0ifvmEdkif&efwdkYyifjzpfonf/ 

odkYaomfvnf; tao;pm;ESifh
tvwfpm;vkyfief;rsm;twGuf 
tcGifhtvrf;aumif;rsm;&&Sdvm 
&eftwGuf zefwD;&ef vdktyfae 
onf/tao;pm;ESifhtvwfpm;
vkyfief;rsm;rSm vkyfief;BuD;rsm;ESif h
EdIif;,SOfvQif pkpkaygif;jynfwGif; 
xkwfukefwGif yg0ifrIrSm tm;enf; 
vsuf&S daeao;onf/tao;pm; 
ESif h tvwfpm;vkyfief;rsm;\
atmifjrifrIonf jrefrmEdkifiH\ 
pD;yGm;a&;zGHUNzdK;wdk;wufrIESif hwpfom; 
wnf;yifjzpfNyD; txl;ojzif h tvkyf 
tudkifzefwD;rIwGif rsm;pGmta&;yg 
aeonf/ jynfwGif;tao;pm;ESifh 
tvwfpm;vkyfief;rsm;\ cdkifrm 
tm;aumif;vmrIonf aemufxyf 
jyKjyifajymif;vJrIrsm;tay:wGif
om rlwnfaejcif;r[kwfbJ EdkifiH 
tqifhESif h a'oqdkif&mtqifht& 
jynfwGif;tpdk;&tmPmydkiftzGJU
tpnf;rsm;\ axmufyHhrIcdkifrm
tm;aumif;vmjcif;tay:wGif 
vnf; rlwnfaeonf/

jyifopfEdkifiH\ avaMumif;vdkif;jzpf 

aom  Air France  onf &efukeftjynf 
jynfqdkif&mavqdyfESifh   yJ&pf&Sd    Charles 
de Gaul   le avqdyfwdkYtm; Bangkok 
Airways  ESif h codeshare oabmwlnD 
csufjzifh befaumufrSwpfqifh ysHoef;    
ajy;qGJrIrsm;udk pwifjyKvkyfcJ haMumif;   

avaMumif;vdkif;rS  ajymMum;cJhonf/
,cktcg jrefrmEdkifiHrS c&D;onfrsm; 

taejzifh Oa&my? tmz&duESifh tar&du 
wdkYodkY befaumufc&D;pOfrsm;tm;   Air
France  avaMumif;vdkif;\ tajcpdkuf 
yJ&pfrSwpfqifh ydkrdkoGm;vmEdkifawmhrnf 
jzpfaMumif;  Air France  avaMumif; 
vdkif;rS ajymMum;cJhonf/ 

,ckvuf&SdwGif  Air France   av 
aMumif;vdkif;rS   Charles de Gaulle  odkY 
wpfywfvQif 6 BudrfavaMumif;ysHoef;
ajy;qGJ0efaqmifrIrsm;udk xdkifcHkaygif; 

468 ckHtxdqefYaom bdk;tif;  777-
300   av,mOfjzifh 0efaqmifrIrsm;ay; 
aeNyD;  Business Class  rSm 14 cHk? 
Premium Economy Class  rSm 32 cHk 
ESifh  Economy Class  rSm 422 cHk 
txd yg0ifaMumif;  od&onf/

xdkYjyiftjcm; 0efaqmifrIrsm;udkvnf; 
ay;tyfoGm;rnfjzpfNyD; c&D;onf trsm; 
pk\pdwfcsrf;ompGmav,mOfpD;Ed kifap 
&eftppt&m&mpDpOfaqmif&Gufxm;  
aMumif;,if;avaMumif;vdkif;rSwqifh 
od&onf/
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Daniel Wagner and 

“As in the past, so 
in the future, 
the people of 

India will stand shoulder 
to shoulder with the peo-
ple of Burma, and wheth-
er we have to share good 
fortune or ill fortune, we 
shall share it together.”

Those were Indian 

harlal Nehru’s words in 

ma’s independence from 
Britain. Since then rela-
tions between the two 

between friendship, ne-
glect and outright hostil-
ity, yet India’s rise on the 
international stage and 
Myanmar’s “democratic 
transition” are forcing 
both governments to re-
assess the nature of bi-
lateral relations based on 
regional geopolitical de-
velopments.

India views Myanmar’s 
emerging political trans-
formation as a strategic 
and ideological opening 

opportunity to dilute Chi-

panding India’s strategic 
depth. While India can-
not expect to rival China’s 

the near or even medium 
term, it can have an im-
pact on that relationship. 
In turn, Myanmar stands 
to gain from a stronger re-
lationship with India on a 
variety of levels, whereas 
China views the strength-
ening relationship be-
tween India and Myan-
mar as a strategic threat.

India has long prided 
itself as the world’s larg-
est democracy, as well 
as being a leader of the 
Non-Aligned Movement. 
At previous junctures in 
their modern history, both 
of these factors contrib-
uted to the dynamics that 
shaped the India-Myan-

Throughout the 1950s, 
ties were cordial, however 
the 1962 coup d’état in 
Myanmar led to a deterio-
ration of relations. During 
the two decades of Gener-
al Ne Win’s junta, ethnic 
Indians were targeted, be-
ing viewed as “privileged” 

during British colonial 
rule. The nationalist wave 
that followed led to the 
expulsion of many ethnic 
Indians from the country. 
India pursued a rather 
disinterested and neutral 
policy vis-à-vis Myanmar 
throughout the majority 
of the Cold War. By the 
late 1980s, New Delhi be-
gan to play an activist role 
by sponsoring the demo-
cratic opposition – seek-
ing to establish itself as a 
beacon of democracy in 
Asia.

New Delhi soon learned 
that such an idealistic ap-
proach to foreign policy 
did not advance its stra-
tegic interests, nor did 
it help the democratic 
struggle in Myanmar, as 
the repressive nature of 
the regime only wors-
ened. As the military jun-
ta in Yangon grew hostile 
toward India, China be-
came the regime’s closest 
ally. India’s approach to 
Myanmar’s government 
subsequently shifted to-
ward realism by 1995, as 
New Delhi accepted that 
the ruling junta was there 
for the long term. There-
after, India became one of 
only eight governments in 
the world to sell arms to 
Yangon, underscoring the 
degree to which the bilat-

ated since independence.
Following the com-

mencement of Myanmar’s 
“democratic transition” in 
2012, which led to the lift-
ing of international eco-
nomic sanctions, India’s 
government and some of 
its private companies saw 
a strategic opportunity to 

nent’s periphery.

Oil and Gas and the Cen-
tury Ply-Star Cement 
group commenced opera-
tions in Myanmar. Total 
Indian investment in the 
country now approaches 
$300 million. Yet this is 
a small fraction of the to-

direct investment (FDI) 
that has reached Myan-
mar and the majority of 
its FDI continues to origi-
nate from China.

While a decrease in Chi-
nese FDI in Myanmar has 
ensued since 2012 the 
government in Nay Pyi 
Taw remains dependent 
on China (and Russia) for 
its military armaments. 

Here, India is simply not 
in a position to compete, 
and probably will not be 
for many years to come – 
if at all.

India’s lack of capac-

tial trade and investment 

partner is driven by sever-
al factors, which include 
India’s underdeveloped 
energy infrastructure, 
which limits New Delhi’s 
capacity to transfer and 
distribute Myanmar’s oil 
and natural gas in India, 

the reality that the two 
countries’ mutual border 
is undeveloped, which 
contrasts with Myanmar’s 
border with China, and 
bureaucratic hurdles and 

vmrnfhtem*wfü twdwf 
umvuJhodkYyif tdEd,́jynfolrsm; 
onf jrefrmjynfolrsm;ESif hwef;wl 
&yfwnfoGm;rnfjzpf Ny D; tqdk; 
taumif;rsm;udk   twlrQa0cHpm; 
oGm;rnf[k tdEd,́EdkifiH\ 0efBuD; 
csKyf  Jawaharlal Nehru  u 
1948 ckESpf jrefrmEdkifiH NAdwdef 
vufatmufrS vGwfajrmufí      
vGwfvyfa&;&&SdcJhonfhaeYwGif qdk 
cJhonf/xdktcsdefrSpí jrefrmEdkifiH 
ESifh tdEd´,EdkifiHwdkY\qufqHa&; 
onf twuftustajymif;tvJ 
rsm;pGm&SdcJhonf/ 

tdEd´,EdkifiH\ tjynfjynfqdkif 
&m pifjrifhxufwGif ae&maumif; 
&,lvmEdkifrIESifhtwl jrefrmEdkifiH 
\ 'Drdku&ufwpftajymif;tvJ
rsm;aMumifh ESpfEdkifiHpvHk;\tpdk;& 
rsm;twGuf a'oqdkif&myx0D   
EdkifiHa&;zGHU Nzd K ;wdk;wufrIrsm;udk 
tajcjyKonfh ESpfEdkifiHqufqHa&; 
oabmobm0wpf&yfudk tcdkif 
trmaqmif&Guf&efjzpfvmcJ honf/ 
jrefrmEdkifiH\ EdkifiHa&;tajymif; 
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red tape that impede the 
cross-border trade and 
investment process.

India has every reason 
to want to embrace My-
anmar at this time, and 
to make as much progress 
as is possible on the trade 
and investment front. 
New Delhi’s interest in in-
tegrating India’s isolated 
northeast with the rest of 
the country will continue 

-
cials with an incentive to 
deepen economic, politi-
cal and military ties with 
Myanmar. Yet security 
dilemmas on both sides 
of the border constitute 
major concerns for Indian 
authorities. For example, 
the Buddhist-orchestrat-
ed pogroms against My-
anmar’s Muslims have led 
to a radicalisation of some 
Muslims in the region, 
which threatens to re-
sult in retaliatory attacks 
against Buddhist institu-
tions in India and other 
corners of South and 
Southeast Asia. The Naga 
community, situated on 
both sides of the border, 
will also remain a concern 
for both governments as 
the concept of “Nagaland” 
potentially threatens both 
states’ territorial integ-
rity.

From Nay Pyi Taw’s 
perspective, deeper ties 
with India can alleviate 
some of its own concerns 
about destabilising de-
velopments on its side 

of the border, while also 
demonstrating that the 
country can balance its 
partnership with China 
along with other regional 
actors. Given Myanmar’s 
economic and political 
dependence on Beijing, it 
should be expected that 
the government in Nay 
Pyi Taw will only do so 
much, and with caution. 
Even if Myanmar’s rela-
tionship with China does 
not fundamentally shift 
(and we do not expect 
that it will), India –and 
other countries such as 

-

greater leverage against 
Beijing by emphasising 
that Myanmar has other 

view the gradual devel-
opment of economic, po-
litical and military rela-

tionships with India as a 
threat to Beijing’s unique 
relationship with the 
country.

Myanmar’s government 
understands the value it 
provides to both India 

and China. India’s securi-
ty dilemmas and its inter-
est in new sources of oil 
and natural gas will con-
tinue to drive its ambi-
tions vis-à-vis Myanmar 
for the foreseeable future. 
At the same time, China’s 
access to the Bay of Ben-
gal via Myanmar, and the 
security of energy acces-
sibility via its landlocked 
southern provinces, make 
Myanmar an important 
strategic partner for Bei-
jing. Within this context, 
deepening ties between 
India and Myanmar will 
remain an issue for China.

Regardless of whether 
Myanmar completes it 
democratic transition or 
retreats to resume its pre-
vious pariah status, its 

and natural resources will 
continue to shape the bal-

ance of power in a region 
where Chinese and In-
dian interests intersect. 
China and India can in-
deed coexist in Myanmar, 
but China will maintain a 
distinct advantage by vir-

"Even if Myanmar’s relationship with 
China does not fundamentally shift, 
India – and other countries such as 

the United States and Japan – 
offer Nay Pyi Taw greater leverage 
against Beijing by emphasising that 

Myanmar has other options."

tvJtm; r[mAsL[mESifh tdkuf'D 
a,mfavmf*sDu,ft& wHcg;yGif hvm 
onf[k tdEd,́rS ½Ijrifxm;NyD; xdk  
tcsufu tdEd´,\r[mAsL[m 

tue of its recent history, 
the nature of its military 
assistance, and its align-
ment of long term inter-
ests with Nay Pyi Taw.

Daniel Wagner is CEO 
of Country Risk Solu-
tions, Senior Advisor with 
Gnarus Advisors, and au-
thor of the book “Manag-
ing Country Risk”. Gior-

analyst with CRS based 
in Washington. Mr. Wag-
ner can be contacted via 
email at daniel.wagner@
countryrisksolutions.com

-
gio.cafiero@gmail.com. 
This article was originally 
published in the East-West 
Center.

xda&mufta&;ygrIudk wdk;wufap 
ovdk w½kwfEdkifiH\ vTrf;rdk;rIudk 
avQmhcs&eftwGufvnf; tcGifh 
tvrf;aumif;wpf&yfyifjzpfonf/ 

jrefrmEdkifiHESifh tdEd́,EdkifiHwdkY\ 
qufqHa&;wdk;wufcdkifrmvmonf 
ESifhtrQ w½kwfEdkifiHtwGuf r[m
AsL[majrmufNcdrf;ajcmufrIwpfck
tjzpf w½kwfEdkifiHrS ½Ijrifxm; 
onf/tdEd,́EdkifiHonf oufwrf;
&ifh'Drdkua&pDEdkifiHwpfckjzpfovdk 
bufrvdkufvIyf&Sm;rIOD;aqmifol 
wpfOD;vnf;jzpfonf/1950 ckESpf 
rsm;wGif ESpfEdkifiHqufEG,frIonf 
tm;&auseyf p&maumif ;cJ h NyD;       
1962 ckESpfwGif qufqHa&;qkwf 
,kwfcJh&onf/1980 ckESpfaESmif; 
ydkif;rsm;wGif 'Drdku&ufwpftwdkuf 
tcHrsm;tm; tultnDay;jcif; 
jzifh tdEd´,EdkifiHonf tm&S\ 
'Drdkua&pDrD;jywdkufwpfcktjzpf 
aqmif&Guf&ef BudK;yrf;vmcJhonf/ 

odkYaomfvnf; tqdkygcsOf;uyf
aqmif&GufrIrsm;onf jrefrmEdkifiH\ 
'Drdkua&pD&&Sd&eftwGuf BudK;yrf; 

rIrsm;udk tultnDray;EdkifcJhovdk 
wpfzufwGifvnf; w½kwfEdkifiH 
onf ppftpdk;&\ teD;uyfqHk;
taygif;tazmfjzpfvmcJ honf/ 
2012 ckESpfwGif jrefrmEdkifiH\'Drdk 
u&ufwpftajymif;tvJrsm;u 
tjynfjynfqdkif&mpD;yGm;a&;ydwf
qdkYr Irsm;udk ajzavQmhapcJhovdk 
tdEd´,tpdk;&ESifh tcsKdUyk*¾vdu 
ukrÜPDrsm;twGufvnf; r[mAsL 
[majrmuftcGifhtvrf;wpf&yf
tjzpf½IjrifvmapcJ honf/ ONGC 
Videsh, Jubilant Oil and Gas,  
Century Ply-Star Cement group     
wdkYuJhodkY tdEd´,vkyfief;rsm;onf 
jrefrmEdkifiHwGif vkyfief;rsm; aqmif 
&GufvmcJhNyD; jrefrmEdkifiHwGif tdEd,́ 
\ &if;ESD;jr§KyfESHrIpkpkaygif;rSm ,ck 
tcg tar&duefa':vm oef; 
300 txd&SdvmcJhNyDjzpfonf/jrefrm 
EdkifiHwGif EdkifiHjcm;vkyfief;rsm;rS 
wdkuf½dkuf&if;ESD;jr§KyfESHxm;rIwefzdk; 
rSm pkpkaygif; tar&duefa':vm  
43 bDvD,Htxd&Sdaeonf/  
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Myanmar Forms Anti-bribery 

Myanmar has formed an 
Anti-Bribery Commis-

-

Su Su tion and bribery in government 
organisations, according to an 
announcement from the Presi-

The 15-member Anti-Bribery 

Commission is headed by U 
Mya Win, a retired military ser-
viceman.

Former ambassador U Tin 
Oo was assigned as secretary to 
the commission, the announce-
ment said.

The formation of the commit-
tee is aimed at helping build 
good governance and a clean 
government, it added. Myan-
mar’s current government took 

The government last year en-
acted an Anti-Corruption Law, 
which aims to eradicate graft 
through a transparent govern-
ment to protect the public from 
losses related to corruption, to 

the country’s economic devel-
opment and attract foreign in-
vestment.

An anti-corruption working 

committee – chaired by Vice 
President Sai Mauk Kham – was 

year, but the Anti-Corruption 
Law called for a new commission 
to enforce the legislation. Ac-

last year, Myanmar nationals 

elected as members of the com-
mission, whose period of service 
is to coincide with the president’s 
and may only last two terms.

The commission is comprised 
largely of former government 

less known to the public.
Lawmakers expressed hope 

last week that the new commis-

corruption in Myanmar, which 
ranked 157 out of 177 countries 
on Transparency Internation-
al’s annual survey of corruption 
perceptions last year.

tpdk;&tzGJUtpnf;rsm;twGif; tusifh
ysufjcpm;rIrsm;ESifh vmbfay;vmbf,lrI
rsm;udk wdkufzsuf&eftwGuf tusifhysuf 
jcpm;rIqefYusifwdkufzsufa&;aumfr&Sif
udk zGJUpnf;cJhaMumif; or®w½Hk;rS xkwfjyef 
aMunmcsufwpfckt&  od&onf/

 tqdkyg tusifhysufjcpm;rIqefYusif
wdkufzsufa&;aumfr&SifwGif  tNidrf;pm; 
ppfrIxrf;a[mif; OD;jr0if;OD;aqmifaom 
tzGJU0if 15 OD; yg0ifaMumif; od&onf/ 
,cifoHtrwfa[mif; OD;wifOD;tm; 
aumfr&Sif\twGif;a&;rSL;tjzpf cef Ytyf
cJhaMumif;vnf; tqdkygxkwfjyefaMunm 
csuft&  od&onf/ 

,ckuJhodkY aumfrwDtm;  zGJUpnf;wnf 
axmifjcif;onf aumif;rGefaomtkyfcsKyf 
rIESif h oefY&Sif;aomtpdk;&wpf&yfjzpfwnf
vm&eftwGuf taxmuftuljyK&ef&nf 
&G,fí zGJUpnf;wnfaxmifcJhjcif;jzpfonf/ 
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Allen & Gledhill Launches 
Myanmar Associate Firm 

Sherpa Hossainy

One of Singapore’s largest 
-

dhill has launched an 

Located in the country’s com-
mercial hub Yangon, the as-

(Myanmar) Co Ltd, came into 
operation last month. 

The Yangon branch will be 
headed by Allen & Gledhill 
partner Minn Naing Oo, who 
was previously the chief execu-

Singapore International Arbi-
tration Centre, and before that, 
a director at the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry Singapore.

Allen & Gledhill (Myanmar) 
currently has four lawyers, in-
cluding Minn, while two of 

Allen & Gledhill (Myanmar) 

services including banking and 
-

mercial, corporate mergers and 
acquisitions and international 

arbitration, a spokesperson of 
Myanmar Busi-

ness Today in an email.

of Allen & Gledhill’s “strategy of 
developing a strong Southeast 
Asia platform to meet the needs 
of our clients,” she added.

The launch of Allen & Gledhill 
(Myanmar) follows the estab-
lishment of another associate 

Ltd in Vientiane. 
“Myanmar is the most excit-

ing emerging market in Asia 
right now with tremendous op-
portunities for investment and 
huge growth potential,” Minn 
told Myanmar Business Today.

Allen & Gledhill has over 300 
lawyers, and serves clients in 
Southeast Asia, China, India, 
the Middle East, the UK and the 
United States.

E
lon U

niversity

pifumylEdkifiH\tBuD;qHk;Oya'tusKd; 
aqmifukrÜPDjzpfonfh Allen & Gledhill  

a&;NrdKUawmf &efukefü  vma&mufzGifhvSpf 
oGm;rnf[k od&onf/

jrefrmEdkifiHwGif zGifhvSpfrnfh tqdkyg½Hk; 
cGJudk ,cifu pifumylEdkifiHpufrIESifh 
ukefoG,fa&;0efBuD;Xme 'g½dkufwmESifh  

pifumyltjynfjynfqdkif&morm"dcHk½H k; 
trIaqmift&m&SdcsKyf OD;rif;Ed kifOD;rS       
OD;aqmifrnfjzpfonf/,if;Oya'tusKd; 
aqmifvkyfief;wGif t&nftcsif;jynfhrD
onfh jrefrma&SUaeESpfOD;vnf; yg0ifrnf 
[k od&onf/Allen & Gledhill  onf 

jrefrmEdkifiHwGif bPfvkyfief;? b@m 
a&;vkyfief;ESifhpD;yGm;a&;vkyfief;rsm;twGuf 
Oya'tusKd;aqmifrI? Oya'0efaqmifrI 
rsm;udk jyKvkyfay;oGm;rnf[k Myanmar 
Business Today\tD;ar;vfrSwpfqifh
ar;jref;rIudkjyefvnfajzMum;cJhonf/ 

Taiwanese telecoms ser-
vices provider Chunghwa 
Telecom (CHT) will set 

this year, a top executive said. 
CHT will also establish an of-

and plans to expand in India, 
the UK, and Latin America in 
2015-2016, CHT’s International 
Business Group president Leng 
Tai-feng said.

Aye Myat

Chunghwa services to Taiwan-
ese companies and promote 
cooperation between Chung-

xdkif0rf\qufoG,fa&;0efaqmifrIrsm;
axmufyH hay;onf hvkyfief; jzpfaom  
Chunghwa Telecom (CHT) onf 
,ckESpftwGif; jrefrmEdkifiHwGif pD;yGm;a&; 
½Hk;rsm;tm; zGifhvSpfoGm;rnf[k xdyfwef; 
trIaqmifwpfOD;u  ajymMum;cJhonf/  

Chunghwa Telecom  onf 2014 
ckESpftwGifzdvpfydkifEdkifiHwGifvnf; ½Hk; 
cef;wpfckudzGifhvSpfoGm;pDpOfaeaMumif;  
od&onf/ 

hwa and local operators, Leng 
added.

In terms of both revenue and 
customers, Chunghwa is Tai-

line services, mobile services, 
broadband access service and 
internet service.

Headquartered in Taipei, 
Chunghwa has over 28,700 em-
ployees and its revenues stood 
at $7.17 billion in 2012.W

M
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Ooredoo Set to Launch 
mWomen Initiatives

-

O
oredoo M

yanm
ar

Phyu Thit Lwin

Ooredoo, one of the tel-
ecoms licence winners 
in Myanmar, last week 

extended its mWomen pro-
gramme, which aim to use mo-
bile technology to empower 
women, in the Southeast Asian 
nation.

The service will provide access 
to maternal healthcare infor-
mation via mobile devices free-
of-charge, Ooredoo Myanmar 
said.

The telecom company said it 
received an Innovation Fund 
grant from the GSMA Founda-
tion, to support the launch of a 
multi-tier maternal health ser-
vice in partnership with a range 
of local and international part-
ners.

Myanmar currently faces a 
number issues related to ma-
ternal health, including a high 
infant mortality rate and chal-

lenging levels of baby malnutri-
tion, and more than 70 percent 
of births occur outside a profes-
sional medical service. 

-
cally-proven content to women, 
as well as direct channels for 
users to contact medical pro-

issues and seek treatment as re-
quired.”

-
lieve every woman should have 
an equal opportunity to use a 
mobile phone. We work with 
content experts, NGOs and 
leading developers to ensure 
that the information is acces-
sible, relevant and tailored for 
women’s needs.

“We are now able to develop a 
cutting-edge service that tack-
les a vital social issue in Myan-
mar.”

The announcement was made 

at the GSMA Mobile World 
Congress in Barcelona, Spain. 
The programme – which has 
seen success in Iraq, Indone-
sia, Qatar and Algeria – has re-
ceived international attention 
in recent years. 

In September 2013, at the 
Clinton Global Initiative (CGI) 
Annual Meeting in New York, 
Ooredoo and the Cherie Blair 
Foundation for Women an-
nounced a tie-up to work on 
women’s entrepreneurship in 
Myanmar.

The two organisations are de-
veloping a franchisee model to 
enable 30,000 women by 2016 
in Myanmar to become entre-
preneurs by selling prepaid 
Ooredoo airtime to their com-
munities.

Flights to South Korea

Myanmar Airways In-
ternational (MAI), the 

-
es to South Korea, making it the 

-
fered by the state-run airline, it 
announced.

-
san (Gimhae International Air-
port) and Yangon International 
Airport, was launched on Feb-
ruary 21, Daw Aye Mra Tha, in-

MAI already provides sched-

Korea through code-sharing 
arrangements struck last year 
with Korean Air and Asiana 
Airlines.

routes including Bangkok, Sin-

Su Su gapore, Kuala Lumpur, Gaung-
zhou, Seim Reap, Phnom Penh 
and Gaya by Airbus A320 (180 
passengers) and Airbus A319 
(120 passengers). 

-

jrefrmEdkifiHwGif qufoG,fa&;vdkifpif 
udk &&SdcJhaom vkyfief;BuD;wpfckjzpfonfh 

umwmEdkifiH\ Ooredoo onf vGefcJh 
mWomen 

tpDtpOftm; qufvufaqmif&GufcJhNyD; 
jrefrmEdkifiH&Sd trsKd;orD;rsm;tm; rdkbdkif; 
enf;ynmrsm;udk vufvSrf;rDvmNyD; ydkrdk 
toHk;,lvmEdkifap&eftwGufjzpfaMumif;
od&onf/ 

rdcifrsm;udk usef;rma&;apmifha&SmufrI 
owif;tcsuftvufrsm;tm; rdkbdkif; 
toHk;taqmifrsm;rSwpfqifh tcaMu; 

aiGay;aqmifp&mrvdkbJ 0efaqmifrIrsm; 
axmufyHhay;oGm;rnfjzpfaMumif; Ooredoo   
Myanmar rS ajymMum;cJhonf/,if;quf
oG,fa&;vkyfief;BuD;rS ajymMum;csuf 
t& jynfwGif;ESifh tjynfjynfqdkif&mrS 
yl;aygif;yg0ifaqmif&GufrIrsm;ESifhtwl     
rdcifusef;rma&;apmifha&SmufrI0efaqmifrI
rsm;tm; axmufyHhvkyfaqmifEdkif&eftwGuf 
vdktyfonfhtaxmuftyHhtm; GSMA 
azmifa';&Sif;rS  &&SdcJhaMumif;  od&onf/

jrefrmjynf\wpfckwnf;aom (IOSA)   
vufrSwf&? c&D;onfrsm;twGuf pdwfcs
&qHk;avaMumif;vdkif;jzpfaomtjynfjynf
qdkif&mjrefrmhavaMumif; (MAI) onf 
2013 ckESpfrSpwifí udk&D;,m;c&D;pOf 
rsm;udk  Korean Air,   Asiana Airlines 
wdkYESifh Code Share tusKd;wlyl;aygif;í 
&e fuke f-qdk;vf-&efukefc&D;pOfrsm;udk 

&efukef aeYpOfyHkrSef (schedule) c&D;pOf
rsm;udkvnf; ys Hoef;ajy;qGJay;oGm;&ef 
pDpOfaqmif&Gufvsuf&Sdygonf/

United Amara Bank 
(UAB) has launched a 
new branch in line with 

its expansion plans to tap My-
-

tor, an announcement said.
The branch, 25th of UAB, is 

located on Kabar Aye Pagoda 
road, Shwe Gone Daing in Yan-
gon.

The bank’s chief executive U 
Than Win Swe said the bank’s 
branch opening is a sign of the 
country’s economic growth and 
banking sector’s development. 

“We want to make banking 
services easily accessible for 
customers. This branch open-

Kyaw Min ing will help strengthen our 

throughout Myanmar by this 
year.”

He said the bank also plans to 

in Myanmar’s major cities, Yan-
gon, Nay Pyi Taw and Manda-
lay.

UAB currently has 22 ATM 
machines within Yangon which 
accept MasterCard, Myan-
mar Payment Union (MPU), 

-
ey transfer services the bank 

through Western Union. 
The bank has also invested in 

setting up Core Banking Soft-
ware to provide hi-tech services 
through a common network of 
its branches, U Than Win Swe 
said.

“We are investing a lot to 
improve our services and in-
frastructure. To facilitate cus-
tomers, UAB is soon going to 
launch modern and innovative 
products.”

service after grabbing a banking 
licence in August 2010.

,lEdkufwuftr&mbPf (UAB) onf 
jrefrmEd kifiH\ zGHUNzdK;wd k;wufvmonfh 
b@ma&;u@wGif vkyfief;wdk;csJUaqmif
& Guf&eftwGuf bPfcG Jopfwpfckudk 
zGifhvSpfcJhaMumif;  od&onf/

tqdkygbPfcGJonf &efukefNrdKU urÇm 
at;bk&m;vrf;ay:&Sd a&T*HkwdkifteD;wGif   
wnf&SdaMumif; od&onf/ ,lEdkufwuf 
tr&mbPf\ trIaqmifcsKyfjzpfol 
OD;oef;0if;aqGu bPfcGJopfzGifhvSpfrI 
onf EdkifiH\pD;yGm;a&;zGHUNzdK;wdk;wufrIESifh
bPfvkyfief;u@\ zGHUNzdK;wdk;wufrIwdkY 
twGuf vu©Pmwpf&yfyifjzpfaMumif;
ajymMum;cJhonf/

bPfvkyfief;0efaqmifrIrsm;udk jynfol 
rsm;u ydkrdkvG,fulvufvSrf;rDvmap&ef   
BudK;yrf;aqmif&GufoGm;vdkNyD; ,ckbPfcGJ 
opfzGifhvSpfrIonf 2014 ckESpftwGif; 
rdrdwdkY\ bPfvkyfief;aqmif&GufrIrsm;
tm; ydkrdkcdkifrmtm;aumif;vmaprnfjzpf 
aMumif;ESifh ,ckESpftwGif; jrefrmEdkifiH 
wpf0ef;wGif bPfcGJ 40 txd wdk;csJUzGifh 
vSpfoGm;Edkif&efarQmfrSef;xm;aMumif;vnf; 
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Natural Gas Reserves

“If I could put all of my 
money into Myanmar, 
I would. Myanmar is 

in the same place China was in 
early 1979, when Deng Xiaop-
ing said ‘we have to do some-
thing new’. Myanmar is now 
opening up and it’s the next 
economic frontier in Asia,” said 

and co-founder Quantum Fund.
In 1962 Myanmar (or Burma 

as it was then called) was the 
single richest country in Asia.

It was fast on its way to be-
coming the second developed 

The country was abundant in 
rubies, oil, and valuable timber. 
It also had the largest quali-

Southeast Asia.
The main temple in Myan-

mar’s Royal City of Yangon 
even has a diamond the size of a 

spire.
In a way, due to its natural 

resources Myanmar was the El 
Dorado of Asia. El Dorado was 
the mythical South American 
city nicknamed the ‘Lost City of 
Gold’.

According to legend, El Dora-
do was abundant with gold. The 
tribal chiefs and tribe members 
all wore gold. Gold earrings, 
gold pendants, gold plaques 
and gold crowns.

Attracted by the tales of rich-
es, Spanish fortune hunters 
(conquistadores) risked their 
lives trekking through unchart-
ed territory. But it was a futile 
search.

While local tribes used gold 
for ceremonial purposes, the 
amount of gold discovered by 
the Spanish conquistadores 
was nowhere near the amount 

Jason Stevenson promised by the legends.
It turned out El Dorado was 

a myth … it didn’t exist. But 
Myanmar isn’t a myth. It ex-
ists, and more than that, it po-

largest conventional natural gas 

Under-explored Energy Oasis
That’s what makes Myanmar 

and the opportunity to invest in 
this ‘Real El Dorado’ an exciting 
story.

Already, Myanmar has 20 
trillion cubic feet (tcf) of natu-
ral gas reserves. That’s worth 
around $106 billion at today’s 
natural gas prices. The great 
news is most of these reserves 
are still in place as Myanmar 
has only exported its gas for the 
past 15 years.

But that could be just the be-
ginning.

Since the 1970s explorers 
have only drilled a total of 19 

is an almost completely unex-
plored zone.

Experts suggest that in addi-
tion to the current 20 tcf of re-
serves, there could be another 
80 tcf of undiscovered natural 

Add this to Myanmar’s other 
potential reserves and the slow 
freeing up of the economy, and 
it’s no wonder that commodi-

to ‘put all of [his] money into 
Myanmar‘.

You shouldn’t take Rogers’ 
view lightly. He co-founded the 
Quantum Fund in 1973 with 
another legendary investor, 
George Soros.

He helped steer the fund to a 
-

fore he ‘retired’ at the age of 37.
So when Rogers says Myan-

mar is a great opportunity, I 

listen. But before we go any fur-
ther let’s turn back the clock.

At the Epicentre of Growth
Myanmar has been ruled by 

a military dominated govern-
ment since 1962.

The military rule has had a 
devastating impact on Myan-
mar’s economy. Due to its isola-
tion from international trade, it 
has bypassed globalisation and 
missed out on many of the ben-

To illustrate this, only 10 per-
cent of the population has ac-
cess to mobile communications.

Compare that to Australia 
where almost all the population 
has access to mobile communi-
cations, and most of them use 
it.

In fact, a common saying 
about Myanmar is that once 
you land at the airport, you 
have to wind your watch back 
by decades.

But things are changing.
Recent once-in-a-lifetime 

changes to the military con-
stitution means that ground 
breaking reforms could be on 
the way.

This would allow explorers 
to exploit these undiscovered 

boom for Myanmar’s repressed 
economy.

The possibility is so big that 

the growth potential for My-
anmar today could be on a par 
with China’s economic growth 
from 1979 through to today. It’s 
that big.

And with today’s technology, 
Myanmar’s growth should hap-
pen much quicker than China’s 
amazing growth.

Marc Holtzman, chairman of 
Meridian Capital, a leading bil-

has been to Myanmar eight 
times over the last few years. He 
says the reforms taking place 
are “real this time, the genie is 
out of the bottle.”

And the McKinsey Global In-
stitute, a top-tier global man-

-
mates that Myanmar’s economy 
could grow from $50 billion to-
day to $200 billion by 2030.

That’s a compound annual 
growth rate of 9.68 percent – 
greater than China’s current 
growth rate of 7.5 percent. That 
would do wonders to help lift 
many of Myanmar’s 65 million 
people out of poverty.

But that’s not all. It’s also im-
portant to consider geography. 
Myanmar borders both China 
and India. Those two country’s 
populations combined repre-

population.
In fact, as the following map 

shows, more people live in the 
circled area than live outside it. 
It just so happens that Myan-
mar is almost at the epicentre 

-
portunity in terms of providing 
export markets for its natural 

resources.
So, I hope you can see the scale 

of the opportunity at play. An 
economy that’s set to quadruple 
in size over the next 16 years, 
one in which commodities guru 

money if he could.
While I don’t advise you to 

take Rogers’ advice literally (as 
in don’t put all your money into 

-
ly take a look at the opportuni-

up to the world.
-

ing editor at Money Morning.

jrefrmEdkifiHonf jyKjyifajymif;vJrIrsm;pGm 
jzifh zGHUNzdK;wdk;wufrIvrf;aMumif;ay:odkY
a&muf&SdvmNyD; u@toD;oD;wGif wHcg; 
zGifhaqmif&GufvmonfhtwGuf EdkifiHjcm; 
&if;ESD;jr§KyfESHolrsm;twGuf tvGefqGJaqmif
rI&S daeaomaps;uGufwpfckjzpfvmcJ honf/ 
rdrdwdkYtaejzifh yHkpHtopfwpfckckudk vkyf 
aqmif&rnfjzpfaMumif; Deng Xiaoping 
u ajymMum;cJhovdk jrefrmEdkifiHonf 
,cktcg ydkrdkwHcg;zGifhyGifhvif;vmNyD; tm&S 
\ aemufxyfpD;y Gm;a&;tvm;tvm 
aumif;wpfckjzpfaMumif;  Jim Rogers 
u  ajymMum;cJhonf/  

1962 ckESpfwGif jrefrmEdkifiHonf 
tm&SwGif csrf;om<u,f0rIt&SdqHk;EdkifiH
wpfEdkifiHjzpfNyD; tm&SwGif *syefNyD;vQif 
'kwd,ajrmufzGHUNzdK;NyD;EdkifiHwpfckjzpfvm
&eftwGuf taumif;qHk;taetxm;wGif 
&SdcJhonf/ jrefrmEdkifiHonf ywåjrm;? a&eH    
ESifh tzdk;wefuRef;opfrsm;aygrsm;<u,f0
ovdk ta&S Uawmiftm&SwGif t&nftcsif; 
&S d aom ynmwwf vkyf om; tiftm;                         
trsm;qHk;&Sdonfh EdkifiHwpfckvnf;jzpfonf/ 
obm0o,HZmwrsm;aygrsm;<u,f0rI 
aMumifh jrefrmEdkifiHudk tm&S\ El Dorado  
[k  ac:qdkcJhMuNyD;  El Dorado   onf  
awmiftar&du\ NrdK Uwpf NrdK U jzpf NyD;    
Lost City of Gold [kvnf; ac:wGif 
aomNrdKUwpfNrdKUjzpfonf/ '@m&DxJwGif  
El Dorado onf a&Trsm;aygrsm; 
<u,f0cJhNyD; vlrsKd;pktBuD;tuJrsm;ESifh 
vlrsKd;0ifrsm;tm;vHk;onf a&Tudk 0wfqif 
MuNyD;? a&Tem;qGJrsm;? a&TqGJoD;rsm;? a&Tvif 
Aef;rsm;ESifh a&To&zlrsm;udk toHk;jyKcJhMu 
onf[kqdkonf/ El Dorado onf 
'@m&DwpfckomjzpfNyD; trSefwu,f 
wnf&SdcJhjcif;r&Sdaomfvnf; jrefrmEdkifiH 
onf '@m&Dwpfckr[kwfbJ trSefwu,f 
wnf&Sdaeovdk urÇmhyÍörajrmufobm0
"mwfaiGUtrsm;qHk;odkrSD;xm;Edkifonfhae
&mwpfckvnf; jzpfaejyefonf/ 

jrefrmEdkifiHonf obm0"mwfaiGU 
ukAay 20 x&DvD,Htxd&SdaeNyD; ,aeY 
acwfobm0"mwfaiGUaps;EIef;ESifhqdkvQif 
tar&duefa':vm 106 bDvD,H0ef; 
usifwefzdk;&Sdaeonf/ jrefrmEdkifiHonf 
vGefcJhonfh 15 ESpftwGif;rSom obm0 
"mwfaiGUrsm;tm; jynfyodkYwifydkYcJhonfh 
twGuf jrefrmEdkifiHwGif obm0"mwfaiGU 
trsm;pkrSm usef&Sdaeao;onf/ 1970 
ckESpfrSpí a&eHESifhobm0"mwfaiGU&SmazG
a&;vkyfief;rsm;rS pkpkaygif;urf;vGefa&eH
wGif; 19 ckrSomxkwfvkyfrIrsm;udk jyKvkyf    
cJhonf/uRrf;usifolrsm;\ cefYrSef;csuft& 
jrefrmEdkifiH\ ,ckvuf&SdwGif obm0 
"mwfaiGUodkrSD;xm;rIrSm ukAay 20 x&D 
vD,Htxd&S daeonf[k cefYrSef;&aomfvnf; 
&SmazGawGU&S drIr&S dao;onf h obm0 
"mwfaiGUyrmPrSm aemufxyf ukAay 
80 x&DvD,Htxd&SdEdkifum wefzdk;tm; 
jzifh tar&duefa':vm 424 bDvD,H 
txd&SdaMumif;  od&onf/

F
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"Since the 1970s explorers have only 

drilled a total of 19 offshore exploration 

wells. This is an almost completely 

unexplored zone."
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New Myanmar Subsidiary

Aye Myat

Thai event organiser Index 
Creative Village (ICV) has 
formed a new subsidiary 

for exhibition and fair manage-
ment in a bid to strengthen its 
foothold in neighbouring My-
anmar.

The new unit, ICVeX, will 
work with other units of ICV 
to set up trade fairs and exhi-
bitions in the Southeast Asian 

-
isting marketing arm in Myan-

market research services. 
Kreingkrai Kanjanapokin, 

founder and co-CEO of Index 
Creative Village Public Co Ltd, 
said the opening up Myanmar 
has resulted in a steady rise of 
foreign investment and that 
there is a need to hold trade 
fairs and exhibitions to provide 
more information to the busi-
nesses which are looking to en-
ter the market. 

-

IC
V

“Myanmar is a country where 
there are plenty of business op-
portunities. Index plans to pro-
vide the chance for investors to 
know about the business situa-
tion in Myanmar by organising 
events,” Kreingkrai said. 

“Index is not only going or-
ganise events for clients, but 
also will create a network of 
business partners, public and 
private investors, and agencies 
in both Thailand and Myan-
mar.” He said ICV previously 
had chances to work with both 
Thai and Myanmar govern-
ments including global brands 
such as Coca-Cola and Schnei-
der.

Nucharin Paradeevisut, man-
aging director of ICVeX Co Ltd, 
said with Myanmar’s economic 
expansion entrepreneurs, both 
large and small scale, are look-
ing for marketing channels. 

“However, they don’t know 
where to start in Myanmar mar-
ket. Trade shows or fairs are 

French Embassy in Myanmar to 
Issue Short-term Swiss Visas

Kyaw Min

The Embassy of France in Yangon will represent Swit-
zerland in terms of issuing short-stay visas to Switzer-
land, the Embassy of Switzerland in Myanmar said.

concluded  an  agreement where the French embassy in Yan-
gon will represent Switzerland in issuing short term visas for 
Myanmar citizens travelling to Switzerland.

The measure was undertaken “due to the introduction of 

services for people travelling to Switzerland,” the Swiss em-
bassy said in a statement.

The move authorises the French embassy in Yangon to de-
liver Schengen Visa C (short-stay visas) for a period not ex-
ceeding 90 days for a journey to Switzerland.

The Embassy of France will, however, not be able to issue 
visas for applications for short-stay visa connected to gain-
ful employment (including drivers and journalists); applica-
tions for short stay visa connected to studies; applications 
for short stay visa connected to medical reason; applications  
of  diplomatic and service passports holders that are not citi-
zens of Myanmar; applications of non-Myanmar passport 

-
ing participation at international conferences, the Swiss em-
bassy said.

Myanmar Summary

Shein Thu Aung

The US Embassy in Yan-
gon and the Ministry of 
Culture have agreed to 

cooperate in cultural heritage 
conservation in Mandalay, ac-
cording to an embassy state-
ment.

US Ambassador Derek Mitchell 
and Deputy Minister of Culture 
U Than Swe formally started the 
preservation partnership at the 
Shwe Nan Daw Monastery (Shwe 
Kyaung) last month.

Over the next two years, US-
funded specialists will train local 
craftsmen and government ex-
perts in preservation techniques 
to preserve the culturally sig-

Mandalay, the release said.    
Mitchell said the initiative 

“represents an important chap-
ter in the relationship between 
our two countries, works to 
preserve a key piece of this 
country’s cultural legacy and 
highlights the rich traditions of 
Myanmar.”

The project is supported 
through the Ambassadors 
Fund for Cultural Preservation 
(AFCP), a US Department of 
State Bureau of Education and 

that supports the preservation 
of cultural sites, cultural objects 
and forms of traditional cultur-
al expression in more than 100 
countries around the world.

Shwe Nan Daw Monastery is 

one of the most visited monas-
teries in Myanmar erected by 
Myanmar craftsmen during the 

era of King Mingdon, founder 
of the ancient Myanmar city of 
Mandalay and its environs.
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regarded as a channel to reach 
target audiences, and help all 
industries grow.”

She said ICVeX is preparing 
to hold the Myanmar Interna-
tional Education Fair; Myan-
mar HoReCa (Hotel-Restau-
rant-Catering) and Myanmar 
International Food & Beverage 

-
Health & Wellness in August; 
Myanmar Architect & Decor in 
September; and Myanmar Auto 
Plus, Automobile & Auto Salon 
in October, Nucharin said.

The company forecast to bag 
THB100 million ($3.12 million) 
this year – with its Thai opera-
tion contributing 80 percent 
and the rest coming from its 
overseas operations.

xdkif;EdkifiH\ awGUqHkaqG;aEG;yGJrsm;tm; 
pDpOfonf hvkyf ief; jzp f aom Index 
Creative Village (ICV)  onf tdrfeD; 
csif;EdkifiHjzpfaom jrefrmEdkifiHwGif vkyfief;
&yfwnfrIyd krd kcd kifrmvmap&eftwGuf 
&nf&G,fí vkyfief;cGJwpfckudk zGJUpnf; 
wnfaxmifcJhaMumif;  od&onf/ 

tqdkygvkyfief;cGJtopfrSm ICVeX   
jzpfNyD;    ICV  \ tjcm;vkyfief;,lepf 
rsm;ESifh yl;aygif;í ukefpnfjyyGJrsm;udk      
jrefrmEdkifiHwGif pDpOfjyKvkyfay;oGm;Edkif&ef 
twGuf aqmif&GufoGm;rnfjzpfaMumif;
od&onf/

jrefrmEdkifiH\ wHcg;zGifhaqmif&Guf 
vmrIrsm;u EdkifiHtwGif; EdkifiHjcm;&if;ESD; 
jr§KyfESHrIrsm;udk wdk;wufvmapNyD; xdktcsuf 
aMumifh jrefrmhaps;uGufodkY 0ifa&muf&ef 
twGuf apmifhMunfhaeMuaom &if;ESD; 
jr§KyfESHolrsm;twGuf pD;yGm;a&;vkyfief;rsm;
ESifhywfoufaom owif;tcsuftvuf 
rsm; axmufyHhay;Edkif&eftwGuf ukefpnf 
jyyGJrsm;udk jyKvkyfay;oGm;&efvdktyfaMumif;
ajymMum;cJhonf/  

jrefrmEkdifiHom;rsm; qGpfZmvefEdkifiHodkY&ufwdkADZmjzifhoGm;a&mufEdkif&ef &efukef 
&Sd jyifopfoH½Hk;uudk,fpm;jyKaqmif&Gufay;oGm;rnfjzpfaMumifqGpfZmvefoH½Hk; rS  
ajymMum;cJhonf/ 

jrefrmEdkifiHom;rsm;qGpfZmvefodkYoGm;a&mufEdkif&eftwGuf&ufwdkADZmrsm;xkwf 
ay;&ef &efukef&SdjyifopfoH½Hk;rSwm0ef,laqmif&Gufay;oGm;rnfjzpfNyD; tqdkyg 
&ufwdkADZmxkwfay;&eftwGufqGpfZmvefEdkifiHjcm;a&;OD;pD;XmeESifh jyifopfEdkifiHjcm;
a&;&m0efBuD;XmewdkYrS rMumao;rD uoabmwlnDcsuf&&SdcJhaMumif; od&onf/ 

,ckuJhodkYaqmif&GufrIaMumifh &efukef&Sd jyifopfoH½Hk;u  Schengen Visa C  
(&ufwdkADZm) udkxkwfay;oGm;rnfjzpfNyD;jrefrmEdkifiHom;rsm;taejzifhqGpfZm 
vefEdkifiHodkY&uf90xufrausmfvGefbJoGm;a&mufEdkifrnfjzpfonf/ odk Yaomfjyif 
opfoH½Hk;onf&ufwdkADZmrsm;avQmufxm;&mwGif tvkyfoGm;a&mufvkyfudkif&ef?  
pmoifMum;avhvm&ef? aq;0g;uko&ef?  oHwrefa&;&mudpö&yfrsm;twGufjzpf
ap&ufwdkADZmxkwfay;Edkifrnfr[kwfaMumif;ESifjrefrmEdkifiHom;EdkifiHul;vuf  
rSwfudkifaqmifxm;olr[kwfolrsm;taejzifhvnf;qGpfZmvefEdkifiHodkY oGm;a&muf 
Edkif&efADZmxkwfay;Edkifvdrfhrnfr[kwfaMumif;qGpfZmvefoH½Hk;rSajymMum;cJhonf/

rsm; xdef;odrf;apmifha&Smuf&eftwGuf 
tar&duefoH½Hk;ESifh ,Ofaus;rI0efBuD; 
XmewdkYonf yl;aygif;aqmif&GufrIoabm
wlnDcsufwpf&yfudk jyKvkyfEdkifcJhaMumif; 
tar&duefoH½Hk;\ ajymMum;csuft& 
od&onf/ 

tar&duefoHtrwf Derek Mitchell  
ESifh ,O faus;r I0e f BuD;Xme'k0ef BuD;  
OD;oef;aqGwdk Yonf vGefcJ honfhvu 
a&Teef;awmfbkef;awmfBuD;ausmif; (a&T 
ausmif;) wGif  xdef;odrf;apmifha&SmufrI
qdkif&myl;aygif;aqmif&GufrIudk pwifjyKvkyf 
&eftwGuf oabmwlnDcsufudk jyKvkyf 
cJhonf/  
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Launches fi rst-time report on the Southeast Asian nation 

UK-based publishing, re-
search and consultancy 

country report on Myanmar 
which sheds light on the coun-
try’s new investment law, wide-
ranging reforms and emerging 

nounced.
With most Western sanctions 

now lifted and a new mining 
law in the pipeline, “The Re-

the considerable interest that 
the country’s ore and gem re-
serves are generating among 
foreign companies, OBG said in 
a statement. 

The  publication  also  looks  
in  detail  at  the  oil  and  gas  
exploration earmarked for the 
country, providing details of 
the tenders already launched 

blocks, it said.
Regional Editor, Paulius 

Kuncinas, said that incentives 
contained in Myanmar’s new 
investment law, supported by 
legal reforms and low costs, had 
combined to produce unprec-
edented opportunities for inter-

Kyaw Min national businesses.
“While the rapid pace of de-

velopment in Myanmar has 
inevitably brought major chal-
lenges, investors have shown 
themselves keen to participate 
in the country’s transforma-
tion,” he said.

“FDI has already risen expo-
nentially in the last two years, 
and several sectors of the econ-
omy, such as telecoms, bank-
ing and energy, are evolving 

just how extensively Myanmar’s 
economic landscape is being re-

added that Myanmar’s move 
to increase its participation on 
the regional stage, which was 

ASEAN Chair this year, had not 
gone unnoticed by investors.

“Myanmar’s political and eco-
nomic development has been 
well supported globally, while 
the ASEAN Economic  Commu-
nity’s  current  focus  on  region-
al  integration  will  facilitate  
the  country’s transformation,” 
he said. 

The report features a range of 
interviews with political, eco-
nomic and business representa-

tives, including President U 
Thein Sein, along with a sector-
by-sector guide for investors, 

chairman of the Myanmar In-
vestment Commission (MIC) U 
Soe Thane, and the Minister for 
Finance and chairman of MIC 
U Win Shein were also inter-
viewed, it added.

The report also contains con-
tributions from international 

Barack Obama, the President 

Secretary-General of ASEAN Le 
Luong Minh, OBG said.

With  a  new  building  code  
in  place  and  demand  for  both  

rise, OBG’s publication high-
lights the raft of new develop-
ments coming on-line, which 
are providing opportunities for 
foreign investors to collaborate 
with local players. 

analysis of the major overhaul 
planned for Myanmar’s trans-
port infrastructure, which will 
include extending and upgrad-
ing the nation’s roads and rail 
networks, alongside new air-
port projects.

The report analysed the gov-
ernment’s plans to attract new 
FDI to the sector, which re-
mains dominated by extrac-
tive segments. It also discusses 
Myanmar’s agriculture sector, 
which remains a key contribu-
tor to the economy and should 

of anticipated technical devel-
opment, backed up by reforms.

The report has been produced 
with the Myanmar Investment 
Commission (MIC). Contribu-
tions have also been made by 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) 
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NAdwdeftajcpdkufyHkESdyfxkwfa0a&;? okaw 
oeESifh twdkifyifcHvkyfief;jzpfaom  

Oxford Business Group (OBG)  
onf jrefrmEdkifiH\ &if;ESD;jr§KyfESHrIOya' 
opf? jyKjyifajymif;vJa&;vkyfief;pOfrsm;? 
zGHUNzdK;vmaompD;yGm;a&;u@&yfrsm;tay: 
oHk;oyfrIjyKvkyfxm;onfh ppfwrf;opf 
wpfcktm; xkwfjyefcJhaMumif; tqdkyg 
vkyfief;rS  aMunmcJhonf/ 

jrefrmEdkifiH\ jyKjyifajymif;vJrIrsm; 
aMumifh taemufEdkifiHtrsm;pkrS pD;yGm; 
a&;ydwfqdk YrIrsm;udk z,f&Sm;ay;cJhovdk 
jrefrmEdkifiHrSvnf; owåKwGif;Oya'opf 
udk jy|mef;&ef aqmif&Gufaeonf/ 

a&eHESif h obm0"mwfaiGU&SmazGa&; 
u@twGufvnf; ,if;ppfwrf;wGif 
oHk;oyfcsufrsm;yg&SdNyD; ukef;wGif;vkyfuGuf 
rsm;ESifh urf;vGefvkyfuGufrsm;twGuf 
aqmif&GufcJhNyD;aom wif'gvkyfief;pOf 
rsm;\ tcsuftvufrsm;vnf; yg0if 
aMumif;  od&onf/
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David Mayes

Following on from my last 
week’s article on mining 
stocks, this week I am not 

sector but a country. The main 
index tracking the Russian mar-
kets is the RTS Index, which is 
a cap-weighted index of the 50 
most liquid stocks on the Mos-
cow Exchange. This means that 
as a company’s stock goes up in 

the overall index and less of an 

aggregate market cap of these 
companies, or total value of 
them taken all together, is very 
accurately represented by this 
index.

The Russian stock market as 
represented by this RTS Index 
could be one of the biggest val-
ues buys around at the moment. 
In case you missed my article 
last week, I do still believe we 
are overdue for a market cor-
rection or crash, so we may see 
Russia trading at even better 
valuations than it currently is 
before the market trades back 
up to a more normal range.

I should point out for start-
ers that the Russian market is 
not for wimps. This is a high 
risk emerging market. You only 
have to look back a few dec-
ades to remember the painful 
crisis that was triggered from 
the country defaulting on its 

of sending its currency into the 
gutters. So this is by no means a 
guaranteed trade since market 
gains can easily be lost in cur-
rency losses, but from a pure 
valuation standpoint it is hard 
to argue that a mere 5.33 years’ 
worth of earnings on the entire 
market is an expensive price 
to pay. I would gladly buy just 

Is There a Russian Super Sale 

about any business on the plan-

of the top companies of an enor-
mous economy like Russia is a 
great bargain trading at a price 
to earnings ratio of about 5.

So why is the Russian index 
at such lows while the S&P 
500 and others remain at such 
highs? In my opinion it mainly 

-
nance, and the divergence of 
previous market leaders that 
usually comes before any crash. 
If you look at history, you often 
see the sector, or “story” as it 
often is, that leads the markets 

were taught in trading to look 
for divergence in any short term 
move among the leaders as the 

turn. After the crash of 2008 
the emerging markets led the 
recovery, and now they have 

back to the ground.
If history is any guide the 

emerging markets will not lead 
the next bull, but being as vola-
tile as they are even if they lag 
the next leader to trade back up 
to normal valuation levels the 
investors in the Russian market 
at these levels stand to make a 
very nice return. I would be hes-
itant to pick individual stocks 
in Russia. Rather, I would try 
to either buy an index fund or 
a broad based fund that comes 
pretty close to replicating the 
RTS. Remember what I men-
tioned above about currency 
losses and keep it as a very 
small part of an overall portfo-
lio or put a currency hedge in 
place (not recommended for 

time frame such as 15 years I 
have a hard time seeing that 
there is any way to not do very 
well investing in this index.

David Mayes MBA provides 
wealth management servic-
es to expatriates throughout 
Southeast Asia, focusing on 
UK Pension Transfers. He can 
be reached at david.m@fara-

mond.com. Faramond UK is 
regulated by the FCA and pro-
vides advice on pensions and 
taxation.

vGefcJhonfhtywfu  David Mayes 
\aqmif;yg;wGif &if;ESD;jr§KyfESHolrsm;twGuf 
tcGifhtvrf;aumif;rsm;&Sdaeonfhu@
wpf&yftaMumif;udk a&;om;azmfjycJhNyD; 
,cktywfwGif &if;ESD;jr§KyfESHolrsm; pOf;pm; 
oifhonfh EdkifiHwpfcktaMumif;udk  David 
Mayes   u  a&;om;xm;onf/  
½k&Sm;EdkifiHonf ppfat;umvrwdkifcif 

u pD;yGm;a&;tiftm;BuD;EdkifiHwpfEdkifiH 
jzpfcJhNyD;aemuf pD;yGm;a&;usqif;rI'Pf 
udk qdk;&Gm;pGm BuHKawGUcJh&aomEdkifiHwpfck 
jzpfonf/,cktcg ½k&Sm;onf pD;yGm;a&; 
jyefvnfaumif;rGefvmpjyKvmNyD; ½k&Sm; 
pawmhtdyfcsdef;rSmvnf; aumif;rGefpGm 
aqmif&GufEdkifaeaom pawmhtdyfcsdef; 
wpfckjzpfvmonf/ ½k&Sm;pawmhaps;uGuf 

onf ,ckvuf&S dtcsdefwGif tvGefaumif;
rGefaomtaetxm;wGif&SdaeNyD; &if;ESD; 
jr§KyfESHolrsm;twGuf tcGifhtvrf;aumif;
wpf&yfyifjzpfonf/David Mayes  u 
aps;uGufonf tvdktavsmufxdef;n§d 
aomoabm&SdNyD; ½k&Sm;aps;uGuftae 
jzifh tqdk;qHk;tajctaeodkY a&muf&SdcJhNyD; 
jzpfonfhtwGuf xdktajctaerS ydkrdk 
aumif;rGefaomtaetxm;odkY a&muf&Sd 
vm&efom&Sdonf/ 

odkYaomfvnf; &if;ESD;jr§KyfESHolrsm;tae 
jzifh ½k&Sm;aps;uGufwGif &if;ESD;jr§KyfESHrnf 
qdkygu owdjyK&rnfhtcsufrSm ½k&Sm;aps; 
uGufonf csDwHkcswHkjzpfaeonfh &if;ESD; 
jr§KyfESHolrsm;twGufr[kwfbJ trSefwu,f 
,HkMunfcsuf&SdNyD; &if;ESD;jr§KyfESH&Jaom &if;ESD; 
jr§KyfESHolrsm;twGufyifjzpfonf/ pGefYpm;

xifrSwfrxm;Edkifonfhtcsufrsm;vnf; 
&Sdaejzifh ½k&Sm;aps;uGufonf pdk;&drfp&m 
rsm;&Sdaeaomfvnf; ½k&Sm;aps;uGufwGif

&if;ESD;jr§KyfESHygu tusKd;tjrwfjyefvnf 
&&S dvmrnf humvudk &nfñ Tef;onfh   
Price to earning Ration  rSm  5.33 
jzpfonfhtwGuf tvGefaumif;rGefaom
taetxm;yifjzpfonf/ 

½k&Sm;wGif pawmh&if;ESD;jr§KyfESHygu vkyf 
ief;wpfckxJwGif &if;ES D;jr§KyfES HrIrjyKbJ 
u@toD;oD;wGif cGJa0&if;ESD;jr§KyfESHoifh 
aMumif;? index fund &S,f,mrsm;udk0,f,l 
oifhaMumif; David Mayes uqdkonf/

&if;ESD;jrSKyfESHolrsm;taejzifh vkyfief; 
wpfckxJwGiftvHk;pHkxnfh0if&if;ESD;jrSKyfESH 
jcif;xuf u@toD;oD;wGif&S,f,m 
rsm;0,f,lum&if;ESD;jrSKyfESHjcif;aMumifh 
rdrd\&if;ESD;jrSKyfESHrIvHk;0qHk;&SHK;epfemjcif; 
rSumuG,fEd kifrnfjzpfovdk?&k&Sm;aps; 
uGuftajctaerSmvnf;tvm;tvm 
aumif;rsm;&Sdaeovdk pGefYpm;&ifqdkif& 
rnfhtcsufrsm;&Sdojzifh&if;ES D;jrSKyfES Hol 
rsm;taejzifh taotcsmpOf;pm;oHk;oyf 
&efvdktyfonf/  

S
ergei K

arpukhin/R
euters
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Grants aimed at poverty alleviation and HIV/AIDS services

Kyaw Min

Myanmar and the Asian 
Development Bank 
(ADB) have signed 

grants in a bid to alleviate rural 

services into remote areas, the 
Manila-based lender said.

“The livelihoods grant will 
help communities develop vi-

able new income opportunities 
needed to end the vicious cy-
cle of rural poverty,” said Putu 
Kamayana, ADB’s Myanmar 
Country Head.

will strengthen treatment and 
prevention of the disease, in 
collaboration with non-govern-
mental organizations (NGOs).”

The lender said the $12-mil-
lion livelihoods grant will ben-

villages in Ayeyarwady delta, 
central dry zone, Tanintharyi 
region and Shan state, where 
some rural communities face 
poverty rates more than double 
the urban level.

“Grants under the project 
will help to identify and priori-

through community block funds 

from political and economic re-
forms,” said U Tin Ngwe, depu-

ies and rural development.

cess and quality to health and 

developing economic corridors 
in Mon, Kayin, and Shan states, 
where new opportunities at-
tract migrant workers and mo-
bile populations, ADB said. An 
estimated 200,000 people in 
Myanmar are thought to be liv-
ing with HIV. 

health centres, refurbish three 
townships hospitals, supply 
medical equipment and train-
ing, and lead to better access to 
basic health services to some of 
the country’s most vulnerable 
people,” said Kazuhiko Kogu-
chi, ADB’s Executive Director 

Myanmar Summary
jrefrmEdkifiH\  aus;vufa'orsm;wGif 

qif;&JrGJawrIavQmhcsa&;ESifh HIV, AIDS    

yaysmufa&;vkyfief;rsm;udk aqmif&Guf&ef 
twGuf tm&SzGHUNzdK;a&;bPfrS tar&d 
uefa':vm 22 oef; acs;,lcGifh&&SdcJh 
aMumif;  od&onf/ 

tqdkygacs;aiGjzifh aus;vufa'orsm; 
&S d jynfolrsm;\ tvkyftudkiftcGifhtvrf; 
ESifh 0ifaiG&&SdrIydkrdk&&Sdap&ef toHk;jyKoGm; 
rnf[k jrefrmEdkifiH\tm&SzGHUNzdK;a&;bPf 
tBuD;tuJ  Putu Kamayana  u  
ajymcJhonf/

,if;acs;aiGrsm;teufrS tar&duef 
a':vm 12 oef;onf {&m0wDjrpf0 
uRef;ay:a'o? jrefrmEkdifiHtv,fydkif; 
weoFm&Dwdkif;a'oBuD;ESifh &Srf;jynfe,f 
wdkYrS a'ocHjynfol ckepfodef;ausmfudk 
tusKd;oufa&mufrI&&Sdaprnfjzpfonf/

usef&Sdonfh tar&duefa':vm 10 
oef;tm; *syefEdkifiHrS  JFPR   tultnD 
jzifh  HIV   ESifh   AIDS   yaysmufa&;    
vkyfief;rsm;twGuftoHk;jyKoGm;&efjzpfNyD;      
jrefrmEdkifiH&Sd vlOD;a&ESpfodef;cefYrSm  HIV   
a&m*gydk; ul;pufjcif;cHae&aMumif;vnf; 
od&onf/

Australian Firms Join Myanmar Investor Gold Rush
Ron Corben

Australian businesses face 
challenges in investing in 
Myanmar, with analysts 

afraid that political and econom-
ic reforms are slowing ahead of a 
2015 general election.

Australian businesses, nota-
bly in mining and energy, have 
joined in the rush to Myanmar 
as it opened to the world since 
reforms in 2011.

Sean Turnell, an economist at 
Sydney-based Macquarie Uni-
versity, says the resource sector 
leads strong foreign investor in-
terest.

“If one was to look at where’s 
the hard cash going, it’s that 
one,” Turnell said.

“(It) just dominates beyond 
measure and the big player in 
that context is Woodside.”

Woodside Petroleum, which 
recently reported a 17 percent 

anmar is part of its long-term 
growth strategy.

bers of companies are bidding 
for new oil concessions, with 
Australian interest in mining 
and exploration.

“There is really big, serious 
money there. So that’s where 
the real money is on the table,” 
Turnell said.

But in a warning to inves-
tors, Australia’s Department of 

Myanmar’s long entrenched 

pecially in oil, gas and timber.

Australian companies taking a 
stake in Myanmar include ANZ 
Bank, with a representative of-

full banking licence once re-
forms take hold.

Foreign banks are still pre-
vented from conducting bank-
ing business in Myanmar, leav-
ing many waiting on the 2015 
vote.

Myanmar’s booming tourism 
sector, with visitors increasing 
by 30 percent a year, has drawn 
attention from Australian advi-
sory services and joint ventures.

Hancock lists education, min-
ing, natural resources, land ti-
tling, mapping and supporting 

legal reforms as opportunities 
for his fellow Australians.

“You’ve got the whole legal 
system, which needs a total 
overhaul, and the land struc-
ture ... needs major reforms,” 
Hancock said.

All land is nominally owned 
by the state.

Other concerns lie in imple-
menting the broad range of 
laws that have been passed by 
parliament, said Hancock.

“There’s a lot of new laws com-
ing through but the actual detail, 
the quality of the drafting, the 
clarity of those laws and the in-
frastructure within the govern-
ment to implement them is just 
really, really strained,” he said.

Observers fear the reform 
process may have stalled.

Turnell says, on land reform, 
“we’ve actually seen regression 
rather than any progress”.

Aung Zaw, editor of The Ir-
rawaddy newspaper, said many 
in Myanmar fear reform’s hon-
eymoon period is over.

“It has been more than three 
years,” he said.

“People in Burma said they 
have seen a regression on every 
front, particularly with the ‘gold 
rush’.

“(Investors) were fooled by 
this reform process. Investors 
are going in and the govern-
ment is good at manipulating 
everyone.”        AAP
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jrefrmEdkifiHwGif &if;ESD;jr§KyfESHxm;onfh 
MopaMw;vsvkyfief;rsm;taejzifh pdefac: 
rIrsm;ESifh &ifqdkifBuHKawGUae&NyD; uRrf;usif 
olrsm;taejzifhvnf; 2015 a&G;aumufyGJ 
rwdkifcif EdkifiHa&;ESifh pD;yGm;a&;jyKjyif    
ajymif;vJrIvkyfief;pOfrsm;aES;auG;rnfudk 
pdk;&drfrIrsm;&SdaeMuonf/2011 ckESpfwGif 
jrefrmEdkifiHonf jyKjyifajymif;vJrIrsm;udk 
pwifvkyfaqmifcJhNyD; urÇmhEdkifiHrsm;odkY
wHcg;zGifhum pD;yGm;a&;wdk;wufrItwGuf 
BudK;yrf;aqmif&GufcJhonfESifhtrQ owåK 
wGif;ESif h pGrf;tifu@rsm;wGif MopaMw;vs   
EdkifiH\&if;ESD;jr§KyfESHrIrsm;onfvnf; tvHk; 
t&if;ESifh 0ifa&mufvmcJhMuonf/

jrefrmEdkifiH\ o,HZmwt&if;tjrpf 
u@onf EdkifiHjcm;&if;ESD;jr§KyfESHolrsm;udk 
trsm;qHk;qGJaqmifxm;Edkifaom u@
wpfck jzpfa Mumif; qpf'eDtajcpdkuf  
Macquarie University rS pD;yGm;a&; 
ynm&SifwpfOD;jzpfonfh  Sean Turnell 
u  ajymMum;cJhonf/

Woodside Petroleum   \ tjrwfaiG 
usqif;rIrSm 17 &mcdkifEIef;&Sdonf[k 
rMumao;rDu xkwfjyefcJhNyD; a&&Snf 
wnfwhHzGHUNzdK;wdk;wufrIpDrHudef;\ r[mAsL 
[monf jrefrmEdkifiHyifjzpfonf[k ajym 
Mum;cJhonf/ 

jrefrmEdkifiHwGif a&eHwl;azmfcGifhrsm;&&Sd 
&eftwGuf ukrÜPDtrsm;pkonf tqdkjyK 
avQmufxm;rIrsm;jyKvkyfaeNyD;MopaMw;  
vs&if;ES D; jr§ KyfES Holrsm;taejzif hvnf; 
owåK wGif;ESifh  t&if;tjrpf&SmazGa&;u@
rsm;udk pdwf0ifpm;aeMuaMumif; avhvmol 
rsm;u ajymcJhonf/
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TTW Eyes Myanmar in Its 
First Overseas Project

Daisuke Lon

Thai Tap Water Supply 
(TTW) expects to con-
clude its plans to invest in 

Myanmar this year, a top TTW 
executive said.

TTW, which is a producer 
and distributor of tap water in 
Thailand’s Nakhon Pathom and 
Samut Sakhon province, plans 
to invest in a project to produce 

tap water in Myanmar, depend-
ing on the fate of the company’s 
talks with Myanmar authori-
ties, Sompodh Sripoom, direc-
tor and managing director of 
TTW, said, according to Thai 
media reports.

The total investment for the 
project, which would be TTW’s 

amount to something between 
$7.8 and $9.3 million.

However, the company does 

from this small-scale Myanmar 
project in the initial phase, the 
managing director said.

TTW also plans to invest be-
tween $68.75 and $78.12 mil-
lion to expand its production 
capacity by 100,000 cubic me-
tres per day, and hopes to gen-

this year, Sompodh said.
TTW will postpone its plan for 

another foreign project, in Vi-
etnam, after two or three years 
of negotiations have not shown 
much progress. However, this 
project could resume if the situ-
ation becomes more conducive 
in the future.

Thai Tap Water Supply (TTW)   
onf ,ckESpftwGif; jrefrmEdkifiHwGif 
&if;ESD;jr§KyfESHoGm;zG,f&SdNyD; tqdkyg&if;ESD; 

&yfjcm;pDrHudef;wpfckjzpfvmrnf[kvnf;
TTW \xdyfwef;trIaqmifwpfOD;u 
ajymMum;cJhonf/  

xdkif;EdkifiH\  Nakhon Pathom ESifh  
Sakhon  jynfe,fwGif bHkbdkifa&xkwf
vkyfjzefYjzL;aeonfhvkyfief;wpfckjzpfNyD; 
jrefrmEdkifiHwGif wpfaeYvQif bHkbdkifa& 
ukArDwm 40000 txd xkwfvkyf&ef 
twGuf pDrHudef;wpfckwGif &if;ESD;jr§KyfESH
oGm;&efpDpOfaeaMumif; od&um  jrefrm
EdkifiHrSm wm0ef&Sdolrsm;ESifh aqG;aEG;rI 
jyKvkyfaeaMumif;   TTW  \ 'g½dkufwm 
ESifhrefae*sif;'g½dkufwmjzpfol  Sompodh 
Sripoom u ajymMum;cJ haMumif; xdkif; 
rD'D,mrsm;\ azmfjycsuft&  od&onf/

which are being developed by 
France’s Total and Malaysia’s 
Petronas.

“We consider Myanmar as 
our second home. PTTEP plans 
to drill more appraisal wells in 
Zawtika and carry out explora-
tion activities in M3 to provide 
natural gas for the domestic 
market. The company will also 
continue its exploration activi-
ties in M11, PSC G & EP 2 and 
MD7 and MD8 for possible fu-
ture development,” Tevin said.

PTTEP aims to produce 
600,000 barrels of oil equiva-
lent per day in Myanmar, he 
added.

Tevin said the Zawtika project 
in the Gulf of Martaban, PT-

-
anmar, will start supplying gas 
to Myanmar and Thailand with 
an initial output of 300 mil-
lion cubic feet per day. When 
the project starts to supply gas 
to Thailand via a new pipeline, 
Myanmar will become the big-
gest gas supplier to Thailand.

Myanmar invited bids for ex-

ploration contracts for 11 shal-
low-water and 19 deep-water 

and the winners are expected 
to be announced at the end of 
March. Tevin said PTTEP was 
bidding for one new block, but 
didn't disclose any details.

Foreign investment in Myan-
mar’s oil and gas sectors stood 

2013, according to Myanmar 
Investment Commission (MIC) 
statistics.

Htet Aung

apanese electronics maker 
IIDA Electronics Ltd re-
ceived permission from 

the Myanmar Investment Com-
mission (MIC) to manufacture 
and sell electronic equipment 
in Myanmar.

The factory will be set up in 
Yangon’s Mingalardon Indus-
trial zone.

Established in 1965, IIDA has 
a working capital of about $3 
million and over 200 employ-
ees.

With $320 million in invest-
-

rently stands 10th in the foreign 
investor lineup in the Southeast 
Asian country.

Yangon Insitute of Economics Launches 
Entrepreneurship Program

Kyaw Min

The Yangon Institute of 
Economics (YECO) last 

several new “entrepreneurship” 
centres, a statement said. 

The HP Learning Initiative 
for Entrepreneurship Centre 
(HP LIFE) is part of a program 
aimed at helping Myanmar cul-
tivate small businesses and sup-
port the country’s future busi-
ness leaders, the US Embassy 
in Yangon said.

The centre’s opening repre-
-

mentation of the program that 
was initiated by the United 
States Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID), 
Ministry of Education, Indiana 
University, Hewlett-Packard, 

network Business for Social 
Responsibility (BSR), and Viet-
nam-based VinaCapital Foun-
dation’s Lotus Impact fund 
called ADEPT (Advancement 
and Development through En-
trepreneurship Programs and 
Training).

The three-year program pairs 
$1.3 million in partner contri-
butions with a $1-million US 
Government grant to support 

-
nomic opportunities for micro, 
small and medium enterprises 
through information and com-
munication technology (ICT)-

led programs. 
“We are very 

pleased to be en-
gaged with a range 
of partners, and  ex-
cited to be engaged 
with this country, 
as it emerges and 
becomes further 
integrated into the 
rest of the global 
community,” said 
Indiana University 
President Michael 
A McRobbie.

Hewlett-Packard 
will establish up 
to twelve centres 
in four regions. 
The centres, which 
will be established 
through local part-
ners such as the 
Myanmar Business Executives 
Association, will be equipped 
with computers and internet 
connections and will provide 
business training and other re-
sources to boost entrepreneur-
ship in rural and less-served 
populations.

“Entrepreneurs need a strong 
foundation and a team behind 
them to turn their inspiration 
into reality. This is what ADEPT 
is designed to do. ADEPT (in 
English) means ‘skilled’-beyond 
skilled, ‘a master’,” said US 
Deputy Chief of Mission Vir-
ginia Murray. 

VinaCapital Foundation’s 

Lotus Impact fund will enable 
small and medium enterprise 
(SME) to access credit and 
prepare to engage with larger 
buyers and investors.  BSR 
will similarly support SMEs 
by launching an educational 
working group series to bring 
businesses up to international 
standards.

*syefEdkifiH\tDvufxa&mepfxkwfukef
rsm; xkwfvkyfonf hvkyfief; jzp faom  
IIDA Electronics Ltd onf jrefrm 
EdkifiHwGif tDvufxa&mepftoHk;taqmif 
ypönf;rsm;udkxkwfvkyfa&mif;cscGifhtwGuf  
jrefrmh&if;ESD;jr§KyfESHrIaumfr&SifrS cGifhjyKcsuf
udk &&SdcJ haMumif; od&onf/tDvufxa&m
epfxkwfukefrsm; xkwfvkyf&eftwGuf 
r*Fvm'HkpufrIZkefwGif puf½Hkwnfaxmif 
oGm;rnfjzpfaMumif;  od&onf/  

IIDA tm; 1965 ckESpfwGif pwif 
wnfaxmifcJhNyD; aiGvHk;aiG&if; &if;ESD; 
jr§KyfESHrIyrmPrSm tar&duefa':vm    
3 oef;eD;yg;&SdaMumif;od&onf/

&efukefpD;yGm;a&;wuúodkvfonf vGefcJh 
onfh&ufowåywfu pGefYOD;wDxGifvkyfief;
tpDtpOfudk vkyfaqmifcJhaMumif; od& 
onf/

 HP Learning Initiative for 
Entrepreneurship Centre (HP LIFE)    

onf  jrefrmEdkifiH\ tao;pm;vkyfief;
rsm;jzpfxGef;atmifjrifvmap&eftwGuf 
tultnDay;Edkif&ef? EdkifiH\ tem*wf 
pD;yGm;a&;OD;aqmifolrsm;ay:xGef;vm&ef 
twGuf &nf&G,fí aqmif&Gufaeonfh 
tpDtpOf\ wpfpdwfwpfydkif;jzpfaMumif; 
vnf; &efukef&Sd tar&duefoH½Hk;rS ajym 
Mum;cJhonf/

Indiana University   \tBuD; 
tuJjzpfonfh Michael A McRobbie 
urdrdwdkYtaejzifh,ckuJhodkUtjcm;yl;aygif; 
yg0i faqmi f& Gu folr sm;E Si f h j re frm 
EdkifiHtwGuf taxmuftul jyKaqmif
& Gu f & j c i f ;tw Guf v G e f p G m 0r f ; 
ajrmuf0rf;omjzpfrdaMumif; ajymMum;cJh 
onf/

jrefrmEdkifiHwGifa&eHwl;azmfrIESihf&SmazG
rIvkyfief;rsm;twGuf ukrÜPD taejzifh 
,cktcsdefrSpí 2018 ckESpfrwdkifciftxd 

toHk;p&dwftar&duefa':vm 16 
bDvD,H\ 20 &mcdkifEIef;udkz,fxm;rnf 
jzpfaMumif;PTTEP\trIaqmifcsKyfjzpf 
ol   Tevin Vongvanich u vGefcJhonfh 
tywfwGif &efukefü jyKvkyfcJhaomowif;
pm&Sif;vif;yGJwGif ajymMum;cJhonf/ 

,ckvuf&SdtcsdefwGif   PTTEP onf 
jrefrmEdkifiH&SdvkyfuGufaygif;  7 ckwGif a&eH 
ESifhobm0"mwfaiGU&SmazGrIESifhxkwfvkyf
rIrsm;udkvkyfudkifaqmif&GufaeaMumif;  
od&onf/

U
S

 E
m

ba
ss

y



March 6-12, 2014
Myanmar Business Today

mmbiztoday.com
INVESTMENT & FINANCE 22

Contd. P 23...

bank’s approach of “sup-
porting the businesses 
building the infrastruc-
ture that is necessary to 
drive the region’s eco-
nomic growth.”

“As power is essential in 
the creation of new indus-
tries and jobs for Myan-
mar,” the company is glad 
to partner with AsiaTech 
Energy to “help deliver on 
the country’s increasing 
demand for electricity,” 
Chin said.

The Mawlamyaing plant 
will be built over two 
phases and is expected 
to start producing an ini-

by the second quarter of 
-

pected to be completed at 
the end of 2015.

Pouring investments 
in power sector

As Myanmar under-
goes rapid development, 
the government has pri-
oritised investment in the 
power sector to cope with 
the rising demand for re-
liable energy for house-
holds and businesses, and 
overhaul the country’s 
woeful power infrastruc-
ture.

Last month saw two 
major investments in 
Myanmar’s power sector 
with US-based APR En-
ergy snapping a bid to de-

plant in Mandalay, and 
Singapore-based Navigat 
Group’s subsidiary MAX-
power (Thaketa) Co Ltd 
starting to supply power 
through a 50-megawatt 

plant.
-

nancing agreement with 

Asiatech Energy came 
only a week after UOB an-
nounced that it had part-
nered with APR Energy 
in their Myanmar power 
plant.

Bank (WB) pledged 
-

port to Myanmar to ex-
pand electricity genera-
tion, transmission and 
distribution, and the ADB 
agreed to provide $60 
million to overhaul coun-
trywide power infrastruc-
ture. The WB in Septem-
ber said it will provide a 

credit to install a 106MW 
power plant in Mon state 
by replacing existing gas 
turbines with advanced 
technology and provide 
250 percent more elec-
tricity with the same 
amount of gas.

-
al Cooperation Agency 

granted Myanmar an Of-
-

sistance (ODA) loan of 
¥51.052 billion ($500 
million), part of which 
will go to rehabilitating 

and upgrading main pow-
er plant and substations 
in greater Yangon area 
to promote stable power 
supply.

Mitsubishi Corp in No-
vember last year said 
it will build a massive 
¥1 trillion ($9.7 billion) 

station in Dawei special 
economic zone via a joint 
venture with Electricity 
Generating Authority of 
Thailand and Italian-Thai 
Development. The facil-
ity, which is slated to go 
into operation in 2015, 
will have a total output 
capacity of 7 million kilo-
watts.

Thailand-based Gunkul 
-

ary that it plans to invest 
more than $100 million 

wind power plants in 
Myanmar, while a multi-
national joint venture in-
volving those from Myan-
mar, India and Singapore 
in October last year said 
they will build a 500MW 

Kyauktan, Yangon region.

In September last year, 
Myanmar signed a mem-
orandum of understand-
ing with South Korea to 
build a 500MW plant 
which will use natural 
gas and waste to generate 
power, in a joint venture 
between Myanmar’s Hexa 
International Co and Ko-
rea Western Powerwill in 
Thaketa, Yangon region. 

-
ject is expected to be com-

The Ministry of Elec-
tric Power last year said 
it plans to carry out 17 
power plant projects by 
2016 – where 10 will be 

be hydropower plants.
In 2012, the ministry 

power projects of 500MW 
and 120MW in Yangon’s 
Ahlone and Thaketa 
townships under respec-
tive MoUs with multi-
national companies in-
volving those from South 
Korea, Thailand and Sin-
gapore.

Foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) in Myanmar’s 
power sector had reached 

-
cent of the total FDI, in 
seven projects as of the 
end of December 2013, 
making it the top foreign 
investment receiving sec-
tor in the coutnry.

vlOD;a&oHk;yHkwpfyHkcefYom vQyfppf 
"mwftm; toHk;jyKEdkifao;onf/  
xdkYaMumifh ,if;vdktyfcsuftm; 
jznfhqnf;ay;Ed kifawmhrnfjzpf 
onfhtwGuf 0rf;ajrmufrdaMumif;  
Asiatech   pGrf;tifukrÜPDOuú| 
Tang  Weng Fei  u  ajymcJh 
onf/

tqdkyg"mwftm;ay;puf½Hktm; 
tydkif;ESpfydkif;cGJí wnfaqmuf 
oGm;rnfjzpfNyD; 2014 ckESpf ESpf 
v,fydkif;wGif vQyfppf"mwftm; 
43 r*¾g0yfudk pwifxkwfvkyfay; 
Ekdifrnfjzpfum 2015 ckESpf ESpf 

ukefydkif;wGif pDrHudef;tm; tNyD;owf 
aqmif&GufEkdifrnf[k od&onf/ 

vGefcJhonfhESpfvwGif jrefrmEdkifiH 
wGif vQyfppf"mwftm;vkyfief; 
u@twGuf pifumylEdkifiHrS 
ukrÜPDBuD;ESpfckonf t"du&if;ESD; 
jr§KyfESHrIESpfckjyKvkyfcJhonf[k od& 

r*¾g0yfxkwfvkyfEdkifrnfh obm0
"mwfaiGUoHk;vQyfppf"mwftm;ay;
puf½Hkudk tar&dueftajcpdkuf   
APR pGrf;tifukrÜPDu &if;ESD; 
jr§KyfESHcJhNyD; &efukefwdkif;? omauw 
NrdKUe,fwGif pifumyltajcpdkuf  
Navigat pGrf;tifukrÜPDu  r*¾g0yf 
50 xGuf&Sdrnfh obm0"mwfaiGU 
oHk;vQyfppf"mwftm;ay;puf½Hkudk  
&if;ESD;jr§KyfESHcJhonf/ 

Paying The Price of Myanmar’s Investment Fever
The new freedom of the Southeast Asian nation has drawn global investors in a race to profit from new development. But Myanmar workers and farmers suffer the 

side-effects.

Ric Wasserman

Bo Bo Aung travelled to 

to warn about how huge 
investments may soon change 
the landscape, the environment 
and the economy of Burma, the 
Southeast Asian country also 
known as Myanmar. 

“The main problem is that the 
companies and the business-
men register a large piece of 
land, and it can lead the local 
farmers to lose their land for-
ever,” says the former teacher 
who became a land rights activ-
ist after he saw the way things 
were heading.

“In 2010, a special economic 
project came to Dawei and I 
thought, ‘I need to do some-
thing because this is huge.’ It’s 
the biggest project in Southeast 
Asia, an $86 billion project, so 
we need to do something, which 

protect the local people.”
The Dawei project will be the 

biggest industrial commercial 
zone in Southeast Asia. When 
built, villagers will lose their 
homes and farms, and the pro-

polluter. The farmers, despite 
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The Thai Hotel and Hospi-
tality Management Asso-
ciation (THMA) is going 

to organise a business matching 
event for Thai hotel industry 
entrepreneurs in a bid to tap 
Myanmar’s booming hotel in-
dustry, the association said in a 
statement.

The business matching event, 
Yangon HORECA (Hotel, Res-
taurant, Catering) Bizmatch, 
will be held on March 22 at Park 
Royal Hotel, Yangon. 

The event, which falls on 
THMA’s 10th anniversary, will 
bring together Thai manufac-
tures and suppliers of hotel 
equipment, electrical appli-
ances, IT, software for hotel 
and restaurant management, 
and all hotel related products 
to meet with existing and new 
hotel entrepreneurs and hotel 
related business partners in 
Myanmar, THMA said.

Since the Myanmar govern-
ment had adopted a new policy 
to welcome foreign investors 
and tourists in 2012, the num-

Zayar Phyo ber of foreign visitors had been 
increasing tremendously, re-
sulting in massive investments 
in new hotel and serviced apart-
ments in the country. 

It has been estimated that a 

hotel rooms will be opened by 
2015.

“We see a great opportunity 
for hotel suppliers to promote 
business with the new hotel 
entrepreneurs in Myanmar,” 
THMA said.

The event is supported by 
Thailand’s Department of In-
ternational Trade Promotion 
and the Ministry of Commerce, 
Thailand, and managed by TTF 
Yangon Co Ltd. 

The event will consist of a half 
day investment seminar for po-
tential Thai hotel investors and 
a full day business matching be-
tween Thai hotel products and 
equipment suppliers and My-
anmar hotel, restaurant owners 
and same business dealers. 

THMA said it only limit the 
number of suppliers from Thai-
land to 25 companies to meet 
with Myanmar entrepreneurs 

and business partners, while 
30 minutes will be allotted per 
discussion for 11 sessions from 
9am-5pm.

The Department of Human 
Settlement and Housing 
Development (DHSHD) 

under Yangon City Develop-
ment Committee (YCDC) will 
lease government lands to pri-
vate entrepreneurs to develop 

said.
“We will rent the lands for 

projects on a build-operate-
transfer (BOT) basis,” U Than 
Myint, Planning and Commerce 
minister for Yangon Region 
government, said. 

The leasing project will be 
managed by the YCDC, he add-
ed.

The move is a sign that the 
government is softening its 
stance on state-owned lands 
and is willing to carry out trans-
parent use of government lands, 
real estate industry insiders say. 

“This public private coopera-
tion will boost the industry in 
the long term,” U Thein Hla 

Kyaw Min Nyo, a real estate agent, said. 
The government last year put 

a cap on land prices and intro-
duced tax on land transactions 
in a bid to curb the ballooning 
property market in Yangon.

Thai Hotel and Hospitality 
Management Association (THMA)    
onf jrefrmEdkifiH\ zGHUNzdK;wdk;wufvm 
aom [dkw,fvkyfief;u@wGif xdkif; 
pGefYOD;wDxGifolrsm;rS tcGifhtvrf;aumif; 
rsm; &SmazGawGU&SdEdkif&eftwGuf awGUqHk 
aqG;aEG;yGJwpfckudk pDpOfjyKvkyfoGm;rnfjzpf
aMumif;  od&onf/ 

tqdkygtpDtpOfudk Yangon HORECA 
(Hotel, Restaurant, Catering) 
Bizmatch   &efukefNrdKU   Park Royal  
[dkw,fwGif rwfv 22 &ufaeYü jyKvkyf 
usif;yoGm;rnfjzpfonf/ 

tqdkygawGUqHkaqG;aEG;yGJonf  THMA  
\ 10 ESpfajrmuftpDtpOfwpfcktjzpf 
xdkif;EdkifiHrS [dkw,ftoHk;taqmifypönf; 
xkwfvkyfolrsm;ESif h axmufyHholrsm;? 
vQyfppfydkif;qdkif&m? owif;tcsuftvuf
enf;ynmydkif;qdkif&m? [dkw,fESifhpm; 
aomufqdkifrsm;twGuf aqmhzf0Jydkif;ESifh 
[dkw,fvkyfief;ydkif;pGefYOD;wDxGifvkyfief;
&Sifrsm; yg0ifvdrfhrnfjzpfonf/

tdk;tdrfydkifajrrsm;udk &efukefNrdKUawmf 
pnfyifom,ma&;aumfrwDodkYvTJtyfum 
BOT   pepfjzihf vkyfief;&Sifrsm;odkYiSm;&rf; 
oGm;rnfjzpfaMumif; &efukefwdkif;a'o 
BuD;tpdk;&tzGJUtrsKd;om;pDrHudef;ESif hpD;yGm; 
a&;0efBuD;OD;oef;jrifhu  ajymonf/ 

,if;uJhodkY  BOT  pepfjzifh vkyfief;&Sif 
rsm;odkY iSm;&rf;xm;&mwGif &efukefwdkif; 
a'oBuD; A[dktpdk;&tzGJU\ pDrHrIjzifh    
aqmif&GufoGm;rnfjzpfaMumif;vnf; 
od&onf/ OD;oef;jrifhu ]]rMumciftcsdef
twGif;rSm &efukefwdkif;a'oBuD;tpdk;&
tzGJU&JU pDrHvrf;ñTefrIeJYtdk;tdrfydkifajrawG 
udk pnfyifudkvTJNyD; vkyfief;&SifawGudk 
BOT pepfeJYiSm;&rf;vkyfudkifoGm;zdkY tpD 
tpOfawGaqmif&GufzdkY&Sdygw,f}}[k ajym 
onf/
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having land deeds, will be reset-
tled and will likely receive little 
compensation.

Asked about compensation 
for those who are being moved 

Deputy Minister for Resettle-
ment Phone Swe said, “We still 
have no idea.” 

But not all see investments as 
so troublesome, says tour op-
erator Pju Wee Ta, who sounds 
like an economic development 
booster.

“The government has opened 
everything, so you should come 
and invest in Myanmar. Every-

and ready for all.” 
But it’s not the investments 

rather the conditions attached, 
especially for the workers. 

“In 2012, it was made legal to 
form a trade union,” says Frida 
Perjus, a trade union special-

ist at the Olof Palme Centre in 
Stockholm.

“Around 700 labour unions 
have been formed since then, 
but many of these so-called ‘yel-
low unions’ are initiated and 
owned by the employers.”

The transition from military 
to civil law in Myanmar is slow. 
The rampant exploitation of la-
bour, minerals and forests has 
also worsened the long-stand-

Aung.
“In Shan state, there is still 

with the government and the 
military, sometimes between 
armed groups.”

At a forum held recently, a 
number of Myanmar organisa-
tions were critical of the foot-
print of the new large develop-
ment aid projects. 

“One thing is it’s not trans-
parent, second is the govern-
ment doesn’t have a clear policy 
to help the ethnic minority of 

Burma,” says Sai Khoong Pong, 
who works as a human rights 
adviser with the local Burmese 
group Kawdai. 

“So it will still ignore the mi-
nority of Burma and create 

Others argue that the country 
is being divided up, with the 
spoils going to the highest bid-
der.

And where is opposition lead-
er Aung San Suu Kyi in all of 
this? It appears she’s being cau-
tious – but one shouldn’t put 
all of Myanmar’s hopes in her 
alone, says Bo Bo Aung. 

“Her priority is to become 
president, and after that she can 

cannot change everything.”

EdkifiHa&;ESifh pD;yGm;a&;jyKjyifajymif;vJ
rIrsm;aMumifh taemufEdkifiHrsm;rS pD;yGm; 
a&;ydwfqdkYrIrsm;udk ajzavQmhay;cJhNyD; zGHUNzdK; 

wdk;wufrIvrf;aMumif;ay:odkY a&muf&Sd 
vmaom jrefrmEdkifiHwGif &if;ESD;jr§KyfESHol 
rsm;twGuf tvm;tvmaumif;rsm;pGm
ay:xGef;vmcJhonf/ xdkodkYtvm;tvm
aumif;rsm;ESifhtwl owdxm;pOf;pm;& 
rnfh pdefac:rIrsm;vnf;&Sdaeonf/ 

&if;ES D;jr§KyfES HrIBuD;rsm;aMumifh jrefrm 
EdkifiH\ obm0ywf0ef;usifESifh pD;yGm;a&; 
tajctaersm;ajymif;vJrIrSm rnfodkY&Sdvm 
rnfenf;qdkonfhtcsufrSm vGefpGmta&;yg 
aomtcsufwpfckyifjzpfonf/ t"du 
jyóemwpfckrSm ukrÜPDrsm;ESifh pD;yGm; 
a&;vkyfief;&Sifrsm;onf ajr,myrmP 
trsm;tjym;udk rSwfyHkwifjcif;jzpfNyD; xdk 
tcsufu jynfwGif;awmifolv,form; 

xm0&qHk;½HI;oGm;apEdkifaMumif; ,cifu 
q&mwpfOD;jzpfNyD; ajr,mtcGifhta&;
vIyf&Sm;olwpfOD;jzpfvmonfhudkbdkbdkatmif 

onf/ 
2010 ckESpfwGif xm;0,ftxl;pD;yGm;

a&;ZkefpDrHudef;jzpfwnfvmcJhNyD; xdkpDrHudef; 

rSm tvGefBuD;rm;onfhtwGuf rdrdtae 
jzifh wpfpHkwpf&mjyKvkyf&ef vdktyfonf[k 
awG;rdcJ haMumif;? tar&duefa':vm 
86 bDvD,Hwefzdk;&Sdonfh ,if;pDrHudef; 
onf ta&SUawmiftm&SwGif tBuD;qHk;
pDrHudef;BuD;wpfckjzpfonfhtwGuf rdrdwdkY 
taejzifh wpfpHkwpf&mjyKvkyf&ef vdktyf 

jzifh  jynfwGif;a'ocHrsm;twGuf umuG,f 
&efenf;vrf;udk pwif&SmazGcJhaMumif; 
udkbdkbdkatmifu  ajymMum;cJhonf/

xm;0,fpDrHudef;onf ta&SUawmif 
tm&SwGif tBuD;qHk;pufrIZkefpDrHudef; 
wpfckjzpfvmrnfjzpfonf/tqdkygpDrHudef; 
tm; taumiftxnfazmfwnfaqmuf 
cJhygu aus;&Gmolaus;&Gmom;rsm;tae 

ajrrsm;udk qHk;½HI;rnfjzpfaMumif;? wnf 
aqmuf&ef pDpOfxm;onfh 4000 r*¾g0yf 
xGuf&Sdrnfh ausmufrD;aoG;oHk;"mwftm; 
ay;puf½HkaMumifhvnf; obm0ywf0ef;
usifudk trsm;tjym;xdckdufnpfnrf;ap 
rnfjzpfaMumif;vnf;  od&onf/

Singaporean Real Estate Firm Eyes Yangon Project

Singapore-based real es-

Real Estate Development 
Co plans to build an advanced 
housing project in Yangon, the 
company said.

The Golden City advanced 
housing project, which includes 
nine buildings of 33-storey 
apartment blocks, will be con-
structed over the next four years 
at the site of the old Central 
Military Account building in 
Yankin township, Yangon, ac-
cording to local media reports.

“We invested $85 million in 
the advanced housing project,” 
said Alex Zhu, chairperson of 
Golden Land.

Five hundred of the 1,200 

Htet Aung apartments are now being sold 
to the public at a price of $250-
300 per square foot.

“The project includes a tower 

and a shopping mall where cus-
tomers can buy international 
brands. The business centre will 
be separated from the housing 
apartments,” added Zhu.

The area of the Golden City 
advanced housing project is 
33,977 square metres. A car 
park, which is expected to ac-
commodate nearly 2,000 vehi-
cles, will be part of the project.

The Golden City advanced 
housing project is being run as 
a joint venture between UGP 
Company from Singapore and 

The Myanmar Investment 
Commission (MIC) has 
so far granted permission 

to foreign-invested hotel and 
tourism projects worth $2 bil-
lion, according to the Ministry 
of Hotels and Tourism.

Myanmar’s hotel and tourism 
industry has seen phenomenal 
growth as the formerly-isolated 
nation eyes 3 million tourist ar-
rivals this year.

A total of 39 hotels and related 
businesses have been allowed 

The number of licensed rooms 
rose 22 percent since 2012 with 
another 10,000 expected to 
open this year.

Singapore is leading the for-

Aye Myat eign investment in the hotels 
and tourism industry with 
about $700 million going to-
wards new projects.

pifumyltajcpdkuf  tdrfNcHajrvkyfief; 
jzpfonfh   Golden Land Real Estate 
Development Co onf &efukefwGif 
tqifhjrifhtdrf&mpDrHudef;wpfckudk azmf 
aqmif&eftwGuf jyifqifaeaMumif; 
,if;ukrÜPDrS ajymMum;csuft& od& 
onf/  

a&TNrdKUawmftqifhjrifhtdrf&mpDrHudef;
wGif 33 xyftjrifh&Sdonfh wdkufcef; 
taqmufttHkaygif;  9 ckvnf;yg0if 
rnfjzpfNyD; ,if;pDrHudef;tm; vmrnfhav;ESpf 
ausmftwGif; &efukefNrdKU &efuif;NrdKUe,f 
wGif azmfaqmifoGm;rnf[k jynfwGif; 
owif;rD'D,mrsm;\ azmfjycsufrsm;t& 
od&onf/ 
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jrefrhm&if;ESD;jr§KyfESHrIaumfr&SifrS  EdkifiH 
jcm;rS&if;ESD;jr§KyfESHonfh [dkw,fESifhc&D;
oGm;vkyfief;pDrHudef;rsm;udk cGifhjyKcsuf   
ay;cJhNyD; ,if;pDrHudef;rsm;rSm tar&duef 
a':vm 2 bDvD,Htxd wefzdk;&SdaMumif; 
[dkw,fESifh c&D;oGm;vma&;0efBuD;XmerS 
tcsuftvufrsm;t&  od&onf/     

tjynfjynfqdkif&mtodkif;t0ef;ESifht
quftoG,fjywfawmufvsufoD;jcm;&yf
wnfcJhaojrefrmEdkifiHwGifrMumao;rDu 
jyK jyifajymif;vJr Ir sm; jyKvky fcJ honfh        
twGufc&D;oGm;vkyfief;onfwdk;wufvm
cJhNyD;,ckESpftwGif;c&D;oGm;ta&twGuf 
3oef;a&muf&Sdvm&efcefYrSef;xm;onf/  
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Phyu Thit Lwin

Motorbike market in 
Taungoo in Bago re-
gion has seen a surge 

in sales amid the authorities’ 
announcement that unlicensed 
motorbikes will be granted li-
cence within 90 days, local mar-
ket sources say. 

The Department of Road 
Transport Authorities (RTA) 
under the Ministry of Trans-

-
ary announced that it will par-
don unlicensed motorbikes by 
granting them licences to run 
legally across the country. In 

-
lar deal to unlicensed motor-
bike owners. 

The authorities started issuing 
motorbike licences on February 
17 in Htantapin, Phyu, Kyauk 
Gyi, Yaytharshay and Oaktwin 
cities of Bago region. 

“People are rushing to get a 
new motorbike as they know 
they can get a licence easily. 
About 50 to 100 bikes are get-
ting sold every day,” a motor-
bike dealer in Taungoo city, 
said.

There are four big motorbike 
showrooms in Taungoo city 
while another 10 small shops 
deal with mostly Chinese- and 
Thai-made motorbikes. The 
sales of motorbikes are usually 
better during the rice and bean 

harvest season as the produce 
get transported via bikes to dif-
ferent parts of the region, deal-
ers say. 

Chinese motorbikes with 
110cc capacity usually get 
sold for between K350,000 
and K550,000 ($350-550) 
while those with 125cc capac-

-
bikes imported from Thailand 
fetch between K800,000 and 

dealers say. 
“Prices of motorbikes vary de-

pending on the quality and for-
eign currency exchange rates,” 
motorbike dealer U Ohn Myint 
said.
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jrefrmEdkifiHwpf0ef;vHk;&SdvdkifpifrJharmf 

According to RTA, the num-
ber of motor vehicles operating 
in Myanmar stood at 3.9 million 
as of September 2013, includ-

382,816 passenger cars, 102,537 

awmfqdkifu,frsm;tm;&ufaygif; 90 t 
wGif;vdkifpifjyKvkyfay;rnfjzpfonfhtwGuf 
awmifiljrdKUe,f\armfawmfqdkifu,faps; 
uGufrSmodompGmjrifhwufvmaMumif; 
awmifilqdkifu,faps;uGufrS od&onf/

,ck&ufydkif;twGif;wdkif;a'oBuD;ESifh 
jynfe,ftoD;oD;&Sd ukef;vrf;ydkUaqmifa&;
nTefMum;rIOD;pD;|merSvdkifpifjyKvkyfay;rnf  
[k owif;xkwfjyefaMunmNyD;aemufydkif;
wGifqdkifu,fta&mif;qdkifrsm;wGifwpf 
&ufvQif qdkifu,ftpD;a& 50 rS 100 
txda&mif;csae&NyDjzpfonf/

,cifuawmifiljrdKUe,fwGifarmfawmf 
qdkifu,fta&mif;jycef; 4 ckESifhta&mif; 
qdkif10qdkifom&SdcJhjyD;a'ocHjynfolrsm;onf 
yJESifhpyg;ay:csdefüomomrefxufydkí 
a&mif;&avh&Sdonf/

awmifilc&dkif tkwfwGif;? a&wm&Snf? 
ausmufMuD;? jzL;? xef;wyifESifh awmifilNrdKU 
e,frsm;twGif;&Sd vdkifpifrJharmfawmfqdkif 
u,frsm;udkazazmf0g&Dv 17 &ufrSpwif 
í&Hk;csdeftwGif;vdkifpifrsm;jyKvkyfay;rnf 
[k od&onf/

vuf&Sdawmifilqdkifu,faps;uGufwGif 
w&kwfqdkifu,f110 pDpD topfwpfpD;vQif 
aiGusyfoHk;odef;cGJ rS ig;odef;cGJtxd? 125 pD
pDwpfpD;vQifaiGusyfav;odef;cGJ rS ajcmuf 
odef;cefUtxdaygufaps;&&Sdum ?,dk;',m; 
bD;jzpfyguaiGusyf&Spfodef; rS wpfq,fh 
av;odef;cefUtxdaygufaps;&SdjyD;? qdkifu,f 
trsdK;tpm;ESifhEdkifiHjcm;aiGaps;tajymif;t
vJay:rlwnfíaps;EIef;ajymif;vJEd kif        
aMumif;awmifiljrdKUrSqdkifu,fyGJpm; OD;tkef; 
jrifh uajymonf/

Top Management

Honda Motor Co named 

board members and operat-

carmakers in diversifying its ex-
ecutive ranks.

maker named Issao Mizoguchi, 

and senior vice president at 
Honda South America, as one 

Honda also appointed Hideko 
Kunii, a professor at Shibaura 
Institute of Technology, to its 
13-member board of directors. 
She will be one of two directors 
on the board who do not hold an 
executive post in the company.

under pressure to diversify their 
top management to bolster gov-
ernance, risk management and 

Maki Shiraki and 
Yoko Kubota

global perspective, having tra-
ditionally chosen board mem-

male managers who spent their 
careers at the company.

maker to start assembling cars 
in the United States in 1982, 
sells about 80 percent of its ve-
hicles overseas.

But it has trailed rivals Toyota 
Motor Corp and Nissan Motor 
Co in bringing both foreigners 
and women into the upper ech-

Honda’s employees and 0.7 
percent of its managers are 
female, according to the gen-

Minister Shinzo Abe last year 
called on all listed companies to 
have at least one woman among 
their senior executives.

The appointments of oper-

April 1, while new board mem-
bers will take their posts follow-

ing shareholder approval at an 

                Reuters

[Gef'garmfawmfum;vkyfief;BuD;onf 
yxrOD;qHk;tBudrftjzpf EdkifiHjcm;ol 

trsKd;orD;wpfOD;tm; xdyfwef;pDrHcefYcGJ 
a&;&mxl;udk ay;tyfcJ haMumif;  od&onf/ 

*syefEdkifiH\ wwd,tBuD;qHk; armfawmf 
um;vkyfief;BuD;jzpfonfh [Gef'gonf  
b&mZD;EdkifiHoljzpfonfh Issao Mizoguchi  
tm;  xdyfwef;pDrHcefYcGJa&;bkwftzGJU0if

&mxl;tm; ay;tyfcJhjcif;jzpfonf/ 
xdkYtjyif [Gef'gukrÜPD Shibaura 

Institute of Technology  rS ya&mfzuf 
qmwpfOD;jzpfonfh   Hideko Kunii tm; 
'g½dkufwmbkwftzGJU0iftjzpf cefYtyfcJhNyD; 
olrtaejzif h ukrÜPDwGif trIaqmif&mxl; 
udk xrf;aqmifrIjyKvkyfonfh 'g½dkufwm
bkwftzGJU0if 2 OD;taemufrS 1 OD;jzpf 
vmvdrfhrnfjzpfaMumif;  od&onf/

*syefukrÜPDBuD;rsm;taejzifh  aumif; 
rGefaompDrHtkyfcsKyfrIjzpfvmap&ef? pGefYpm;
&ifqdkif&rnfhtcsufrsm;tm; pDrHcefYcGJrI? 
urÇmvHk;qdkif&m ½IjrifoHk;oyfcsufrsm;? 
ukrÜPDwGif; vkyfouf&SnfMumaom trsKd;  
om;refae*smrsm;xJrS bkwftzGJU0ifrsm; 
ESifh tBuD;wef;trIaqmifrsm;tjzpf tpOf 
tvmrysufa&G;cs,f&mwGif zdtm;rsm;ESifh 
&ifqdkifae&onf/

*syefEdkifiH\ yxrOD;qHk;armfawmfum;
vkyfief;jzpfonfh [Gef'gonf 1982 ckESpf
wGif tar&duefü um;tpdwftydkif;rsm; 

&mcdkifEIef;eD;yg;udk jynfyaps;uGufrsm;wGif 
a&mif;cs&aMumif;  od&onf/ To
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Tony Pugliese

Toyota Motor is expected 
-

room in Myanmar, in the 
capital city Yangon, in March, 
according to local sources.

So far, the company has only 
established service facilities in 
the country to support the rap-
idly growing population of Toy-
ota-branded used cars import-

Last year, around 90 percent 

registrations were used vehicles 

of these were Toyotas.
The country’s new vehicle 

market is expected to grow rap-
idly from here, as incomes rise 

more widely available. Almost 
all global automotive brands 
now have sales outlets in the 
country and local assembly is 
set to increase sharply.

Toyota will sell a broad range 
of models in the country, includ-

ing small and mid-sized passen-
ger cars, the Hilux pickup truck 
and sport utility vehicles.

Myanmar Summary
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wdk,dkwmarmfawmfum;vkyfief;BuD;onf 
jrefrmEdkifiH\pD;yGm;a&;NrdKUawmf &efukefNrdKU 
wGif yxrOD;qHk; ta&mif;jycef;udk rwfv 
wGif zGifhvSpfoGm;&ef arQmfrSef;xm;aMumif; 
jynfwGif;owif;t&if;tjrpfrsm;\ajym 
Mum;csuft&  od&onf/

wdk,dkwmukrÜPDonf jrefrmEdkifiHwGif 
wdk,dkwmtrSwfwHqdyf wywf&pfarmf 
awmfum;rsm;wifoGif;rIwdk;wufvmrI
tm; taxmuftuljyKEdkif&eftwGuf 
aqmif&Gufjcif;jzpfonf[k od&onf/ 
jrefrmEdkifiHwGif wdk,dkwmarmfawmfum; 
ta&mif;jycef;r&Sdao;bJ 0efaqmifrI
vkyfief;rsm;om&Sdaeonf/vGefcJhonfhESpf 
wGif *syefEdkifiHrS wifoGif;cJhonfh armf 
awmfum;rsm;\ 90 &mcdkifEIef;0ef;usif 
rSm wywf&pfum;rsm;jzpfNyD; trsm;pkrSm 
wdk,dkwmum;rsm;jzpfaMumif;vnf; od& 
onf/ 

wdk,dkwmukrÜPDonf jrefrmEdkifiHwGif 
wdk,dkwmum;trsKd;tpm;armf',frsm;pGm

udk a&mif;csoGm;rnfjzpfNyD; tao;pm;ESifh
tvwfpm;t&G,f&Sd c&D;onfwifum; 

rsm;?[dkif;vwfypfuyfum;rsm;vnf; yg0if 
aMumif;  od&onf/  

Gov’t Gets K738 Billion from 

Kyaw Min

Myanmar government 
has scooped up over 
K738 billion ($750 

million) in import tax since it 
relaxed car import regulations 
in 2011, recent data from the 
Ministry of Finance shows.

The vehicle import regula-
tion was relaxed after the elec-
tion during 2010-11 by making 
easier the import of commer-
cial vehicles; trucks over three 
tonnes and buses over 15 seats. 
However, major lifts started 
from September 2011 when the 
breakthrough rule implement-
ed – the “Old car substitution 
program” – allowing the appli-
cation for car import permits to 
substitute older cars (initially 

-
er models (those manufactured 
after 1995).

-

K738.12 billion as automobile 
import tax, the ministry said. 

A total of 82,625 cars were 
imported under the “old car 
substitution program”, 58,532 
for auto showrooms, 2,818 
through sailor permits, 286 for 

728 through company permits, 

permit, 1,997 for the Minsitry of 
Hotels and Tourism, 108 under 
military attaché permits, mak-

-
ported under various purchase 
permits to 111,311, according to 
the ministry announcement. 

From May 2011, any Myan-
mar citizen aged 18 years and 
up could import one unit of pas-

name, only for personal usage. 
The imports of passenger car 

for commercial purpose were 
still limited. Currently, in My-
anmar there is no more import 
limits on any kind of vehicle for 
commercial purpose.

The changes in import regula-
tion resulted in the number of 
total vehicle registration from 
around 2 million units (before 
2010) to 3.8 million units up 

Road Transportation Adminis-
tration Department (RTAD).

Myanmar has imported a to-
-

ing those under overage vehicle 
substitution scheme over 19 
months from October 2011 to 
May 2013. 

jrefrmEdkifiHu jynfyrS 0,f,lwifoGif; 
aom armfawmf,mOfrsm;rS  tcGefaiG 
usyfoef;aygif; ckepfodef;ausmfudk EdkifiH 
awmfb@maiGtjzpf &&SdcJhaMumif; od& 
onf/

armfawmf,mOfrsm;udk 2011 ckESpf 
atmufwdkbm 25 &ufrS pwifí tcGef 
aiGaumufcHcJhNyD; 2014 Zefe0g&Dvtxd 
usyfoef;aygif; 738117 'or 39 
oef; aumufcH&&SdcJhaMumif; b@ma&; 
0efBuD;Xme? taumufcGefOD;pD;XmerS xkwf 
jyefcJhaomowif;rsm;t&  od&onf/  

taumufcGefESifhukefoG,fvkyfief;cGef
rsm; pnf;MuyfaumufcHum xkwfay;NyD; 
jzpfonfh ,mOfrsm;teuf ,mOftdk ? ,mOf 
a[mif;tpm;xdk;vJvS,fa&;pDrHcsuftwGuf 
82625 pD;?um;ta&mif;jycef;rsm;twGuf  
58532 pD;? oabFmom;ygrpfjzifh wifoGif; 
rIrsm;twGuf 2818 pD;? EdkifiHjcm;a&;  
0efBuD;XmerS ygrpfjzifh wifoGif;rIrsm; 
twGuf 286 pD;? ukrÜPDygrpfjzif hwifoGif; 
rIrsm;twGuf  728 pD;? jyifyae tvkyf 
vkyfolrsm;ygrpfjzifh wifoGif;rIrsm;twGuf 
43 pD;? [dkw,fc&D;0efBuD;XmerS ygrpf 
jzifh wifoGif;rIrsm;twGuf 1997 pD;? 
ppfoHtrIxrf;ygrpfjzifh wifoGif;rIrsm; 
twGuf 108 pD;?  vGwfvyfpGm 0,f,l 
olygrpfjzifh wifoGif;rIrsm;jzifh 111311 
pD; wifoGif;cJhaMumif; b@ma&;0efBuD; 
XmerS xkwfjyefcsufrsm;t&  od&onf/
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Ooredoo Extends Incubation Programme to Myanmar 
Phyu Thit Lwin

Qatar’s Ooredoo last week 
extended its incubation 
programme to Myanmar 

with the launch of a new ICT in-
novation programme in a bid to 
“foster grassroots innovation 
through local entrepreneur-
ship,” the telecom company 
said.

Ooredoo has already devel-
oped business incubation initi-
atives across its other markets, 
including Ooredoo Algeria’s 
tStart and iStart; Indosat’s Ide-
abox in Indonesia; and Ooredoo 
Tunisiana’s Start-up Factory in 
Tunisia.

programmes were launched to 
“enable skills development and 
enhance youth employability, 
and to stimulate local mobile 
innovation, by supporting apps 
and new business ideas in the 
national languages of those 
countries.”

Ooredoo joined hands with 
Singapore-based online start-
up platform Silicon Straits, and 

O
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oo
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Australian-based accelerator 
Pollenizer to launch the ICT 
innovation programme, “Ide-
aBox”, in Myanmar. 

IdeaBox program includes 
four-to-six-month incubation 
and acceleration initiative, which 

space, resources and mentoring 
up to the value up of $100,000 
for start-up companies to invest 

-
cialists, and mobile advertising, 
Ooredoo said. 

IdeaBox also aims to sup-

port developer and design skill 
courses, entrepreneur training, 
hackathons, developer boot-
camps and mentorship net-
working.

our markets, local entrepre-
neurs are developing innovative 
ICT programmes and mobile 
apps, but often do not have the 
resources to bring these to mar-
ket or scale their solutions. 

He said Ooredoo’s pro-
grammes provide expertise, 

funding, and exposure to de-
velop entrepreneurialism at the 
grassroots level. 

“We aim to support local busi-
-

opments ... to encourage human 
growth through innovation.”

In Myanmar, fewer than 10 
percent of the population has a 
mobile phone. Ooredoo said it 
will roll out a “world-class 3G 

and life-enhancing value-added 
services,” within six months.

Ooredoo said by adding a 
start-up support programme to 
its existing network investment, 
it can tap into a wealth of young 
talent that is eager to deploy 
mobile technology to develop 
new businesses and kick-start 
social development. 

Ross Cormack, CEO, Ooredoo 
-

ly-integrated strategy for sup-
porting innovation, develop-
ment and sustainable economic 
growth across our operations 
in Myanmar, with a particular 
focus on young people, women 
and rural communities.” 
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umwmEdkifiH\ qufoG,fa&;vkyfief; 
BuD;jzpfaom   Ooredoo  onf vGefcJh 
onfh&ufowåywfu jynfwGif;pGef YOD; 
wDxGifvkyfief;&Sifrsm;wGuf enf;ynm
wDxGifqef;opfrIwdk;wufvmap&ef &nf 
&G,fí owif;tcsuftvufenf;ynm
qef;opfwDxGifrItpDtpOfwpfckud k 
vkyfaqmifcJhaMumif;  od&onf/ 

aqmif&GufcsuftpDtpOfudk wdk;jr§ifhvkyf 
aqmifcJhaMumif; od&onf/ Ooredoo  
onf tjcm;aps;uGufrsm;wGifvnf; pD;yGm;
a&;ueOD;aqmif&Gufcsufrsm;udk zGHUNzdK;
wdk;wufatmif aqmif&GufcJhNyD;jzpfonf/ 
,ckuJhodkYtpDtpOfrsm;onf pGrf;&nfzGHUNzdK; 
wdk;wufrIESifh vli,frsm; tvkyftudkif
tcGifhtvrf;ydkrdkvufvSrf;rDvmap&ef
tjyif jynfwGif;rdkbdkif;qufoG,fa&; 
wDxGifqef;opfrIrsm;udk tm;ay;&eftwGuf   
apps rsm;ESifh taxmuftuljyKjcif;? 
EdkifiHtoD;oD;\ tajctaeESifh udkufnD 
aom pD;yGm;a&;tBuHÓPfopfrsm;udk 
axmufyHhjcif;wdkYjzifh aqmif&Gufjcif;jzpf 
aMumif;  Ooredoo  u ajymMum;cJhonf/  

Htet Aung

Three Thailand-based in-
formation and communi-
cations technology (ICT) 

companies have tied up to es-
tablish almost a million dollar 

ICT solutions in the growing 
market of Cambodia, Laos, My-
anmar and Vietnam (CLMV). 
Samart Communication Ser-
vices, Loxley Wireless and Ad-
vanced Information Technol-
ogy (AIT) recently partnered to 

Co, according to Thai media re-
ports.

The joint entity aims to build 
basic ICT infrastructure in 
Myanmar as demand for ICT 
equipment installation and 
maintenance grows in the most 
potential market in Southeast 
Asia.

Executives of the companies 
said the partnership would en-
able them to compete against 
foreign rivals as the ASEAN 
Economic Community (AEC) 

labour within the region. How-
-

petitors in the Thai market, 
they said. 

-
nues of over $30 million within 
three years, according to Loxley 
executive Surakij Kiatthana-
korn, who was appointed as 

Each of the three partners 
holds equal shares in SLA.

LG Launches InnoFest 2014
Regional roadshows to showcase range of solutions for consumers

Shein Thu Aung

LG Electronics (LG) kicked 
-

tion Festival (InnoFest) 
Roadshow, a showcase aimed 
at bringing LG’s consumer elec-
tronics and home appliance 
products to LG’s business part-
ners, distributors and retailers 
in regions around the world. 

The roadshow, which kicked 
-

rica (MEA) in February, will 
travel to Europe in March and 
Asia in April, the South Korean 
electronics giant said. 

“LG InnoFest is an opportu-
nity for us to focus on the many 
relationships ... around the 
world with the retailers and dis-
tributors,” said Kevin Cha, Re-

gional Head of Middle East and 
Africa for LG Electronics. 

“LG’s success was built on the 
company’s ability to deliver lo-
calised solutions to a diverse 
global audience and events such 
as InnoFest are critical to our 
success.”

LG InnoFest, an annual event 
now in its second year, was 
launched in Istanbul, Turkey 
this year, where the company 
showcased a lineup of TVs, re-
frigerators, washing machines, 
air conditioners and smart-
phones. Flagship products 
which took the spotlight at In-
noFest were LG’s 77-inch Ultra 
HD Curved OLED TV, 105-inch 
Curved Ultra HD TV and G Flex 
curved smartphone. 

G
ustau N

acarino/R
euters

-

xdkif;EdkifiHtajcpdkuf owif;tcsuf 
tvufqufoG,fa&;enf;ynmukrÜPD 
oHk;ckonf zGHUNzdK;wdk;wufvmonfhaps;uGuf 
rsm;jzpfaom uarÇm'D;,m;? vmtdk? jrefrm
EdkifiHESifh AD,uferfEdkifiHwdkYwGif owif; 
tcsuftvufqufoG,fa&;enf;ynm
ajz&Sif;csufrsm;udk axmufyHhay;Edkif&ef 
twGuf tar&duefa':vm wpfoef; 
wefzdk;&Sd  vkyfief;wpfcktm; tusKd;wl 
yl;aygif;vkyfudkif&ef   oabmwlnDrI&&SdcJh 
aMumif; od&onf/ 

Samart Communication Services ? 
Loxley Wireless    ESifh  Advanced
Information Technology (AIT)  wdkY 
onf  rMumao;rDu tqdkygtusKd;wl
yl;aygif;aqmif&Gufrnfhvkyfief;tm; zGJUpnf; 
wnfaxmifcJ haMumif; xdkif;rD'D,mrsm;\ 
azmfjyrIrsm;t&  od&onf/

LG Electronics (LG)  onf ESpfpOf 
usif;yjyKvkyfNrJjzpfaom    Innovation
Festival (InnoFest)  Roadshow   tm; 
jyKvkyfusif;ycJhNyD;  LG   \ pm;oHk;ol 
tDvufxa&mepfESif htdrfoHk;xkwfukefrsm;
tm; urÇmwpf0ef;&Sd  LG \ rdwfzuf 
vkyfief;rsm;? jzefYjzL;a&;vkyfief;rsm;ESifh 
vufvDvkyfief;rsm;odkY ,laqmifvmay; 
&eftwGuf &nf&G,fí aqmif&GufcJhjcif; 
jzpfonf/ 

,if;tpDtpOftm; ta&SUtv,fydkif; 
ESifhtmz&duwdkYwGif azazmf0g&Dvü jyKvkyf 
usif;ycJhNyD; rwfvwGif Oa&myüjyKvkyf 
usif;yoGm;rnfjzpfNyD;{NyDvwGiftm&Sü 
qufvufjyKvkyfoGm;rnf[kawmifudk&D; 
,m;EdkifiH\ tDvufxa&mepfvkyfief; 
BuD;jzpfaom LG  rS aMujim cJhonf/  
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Thailand’s True in Talks to Operate Mobile 
Service in Myanmar

Manuphattr Dhananan-
phorn and Aung Hla Tun

Thailand’s True Corp Pcl is 
in talks with Myanmar’s 
Yatanarpon Teleport 

(YTP) on jointly starting mobile 
phone operations in Myanmar, 
a senior True executive said.

“We are in the process of ne-
gotiating with YTP. If success-
ful, we need to seek approval 
from True Corp’s board and 
then we will inform the Stock 
Exchange of Thailand,” Chief 

Udom told Reuters.
Myanmar has one of the low-

est mobile penetration rates 
in the world but the country is 
developing fast under a quasi-
civilian government that took 

military rule.
Norway’s Telenor and Qatar’s 

Ooredoo were selected in the 
middle of last year to build new 
mobile networks, bringing for-
eign companies into a country 
where less than a tenth of the 
60 million population has a mo-
bile phone. The licences were 

True Corp, controlled by the 
Charoen Pokphand Group and 
owned by Thailand’s richest 
man, Dhanin Chearavanont, 
operates a wide range of tele-
coms services in Thailand from 

-
band Internet to cable televi-
sion.

YTP, a joint venture between 
local private companies and 
state-owned Myanmar Post and 
Telecommunications (MPT), is 
an internet service provider at 
present.

“We are talking about the de-
tails for a 15-year project and we 
expect to sign the agreement to 
apply for an operator’s licence 
by early March,” Yan Win, vice-
chairman of YTP, told Reuters.

-
ture between YTP and True and 
total investment for the whole 
project is estimated at $1.6 bil-

lion,” he added.
MPT long operated the only 

existing telecoms network in 
Myanmar and it remains the 
sector regulator, although that 

“At present MPT owns 51 per-
cent of Yatanarpon Teleport’s 
shares but MPT is also talking 
with some foreign partners to 
work as an operator,” Yan Win 
said.

“The Telecommunication Law 
does not allow an operator to 
own more than 10 percent of 
shares in another company 

working as an operator. So the 
MPT will have to plan to cut 
down its shares.”

-
mitomo Corp have been in talks 
with MPT about helping it ex-
pand its services, a Sumitomo 

                Reuters
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xdkif;EdkifiH&Sd qufoG,fa&;ukrÜPDwpfck 
jzpfonfh  True Corp Pcl onf jrefrm 
EdkifiH&Sd &wemyHkw,fvDydkYESifh yl;aygif;í 
w,fvDzkef;qufoG,fa&;vkyfief;rsm; 

vkyfudkif&ef  pDpOfaeonf[k  od&onf/
vuf&SdtcsdefwGif xdkif;qufoG,fa&; 

ukrÜPDtaejzifh &wemyHkw,fvDydkYESifh 
n§dEIdif;aeqJtqifhom&Sdonf[kod&onf/ 
jrefrmEdkifiHonf w,fvDzkef;qufoG,f 
a&;0efaqmifrIrsm;wGif wdk;wufrIaemuf
tusqHk;EdkifiHrsm;wGif wpfcktygt0if 
jzpfNyD; ppftpdk;&tmPmpGefYvTwfcJhonfh 
2011 ckESpfaemufydkif;wGif w,fvDzkef; 
qufoG,fa&;vkyfief;rsm; jyefvnfwdk;wuf 
vmcJhonf/vuf&SdtcsdefwGif aemfa0; 
qufoG,fa&;ukrÜPDw,fvDaemfESif h umwm 
qufoG,fa&;ukrÜPD tl&D'l;wkY donf 
rdkbdkif;qufoG,fa&;vkyfief;rsm; vkyfudkif 
&ef vkyfief;vkdifpif&&Sdxm;NyD; jrefrm 
EdkifiH\ qufoG,fa&;0efaqmifrIvdktyf 
csufrsm;udk jznfhqnf;ay;oGm;Edkif&ef pDpOf 
aeonf/True Corp Pcl     onf xdkif; 
EdkifiH\ tcsrf;omqHk;pm&if;0if  Charoen 
Pokphand   tkyfpkrS ydkifqdkifjcif;jzpfNyD;  
xdkif;EdkifiHtESHUwGif w,fvDzkef;qufoG,f    
a&;vkyfief;rsm;ESifh aub,ftifwmeuf 
vkyfief;rsm;udk aqmif&Gufaeonfh ukrÜPD 
wpfckjzpfonf/ 

vuf&SdtcsdefwGif tqdkygxdkif;ukrÜPD 
ESifh &wemyHkw,fvDydkYwdkYonf 15 ESpf 
oufwrf;&Sd pDrHudef;udk yl;wGJaqmif&Guf 
Edkif&ef aqG;aEG;aeMuNyD; vmrnfhrwfv 
tapmydkif;wGif  jrefrmtpdk;&xHrS vdkifpif 
&&Sd&ef arQmfvifhaeonf[k &wemyHk 
w,fvDydkY'kwd,Ouú| OD;&ef0if;u ajym 
cJhonf/ 

pmcsKyfwGif   True Corp  Pcl   ukrÜPDrS 
tusKd;tjrwf51&mcdkifEIef;&,lrnfjzpf  
NyD;&wemyHkw,fvDyd k Yu43&mcd ki fE Ie f; 
&&Sdrnfjzpfonf/

P
ichi C

huang/R
euters

Pacnet Expands IP VPN Services into Myanmar
Aye Myat

Hong Kong-based tech-
nology solutions pro-
vider Pacnet said it has 

expanded its MPLS-based IP 
VPN services into Myanmar. 

similar services in the Greater 
Mekong Subregion, including 
Cambodia and Laos, it said.

MPLS VPN is a family of meth-
ods to create virtual private net-
works (VPNs). Multiprotocol 
Label Switching (MPLS) is a 
standards-approved technology 
for speeding up network traf-

manage.
The company said the move 

comes as active government 
promotion encouraging for-
eign investment have resulted 
in increasing demand for net-
working services in the region. 

The region is expected to have 
an average economic annual 
growth of 7.9 percent through 
to 2030, according to Asian De-
velopment Bank Institute.

Pacnet said its service expan-
sion will assure organisation of 
a “secure, extensive private net-
work that can reduce network 
management complexity, while 

-
cy and performance.”

“One of the most critical ser-
vices for any business today is 
a reliable and secure commu-
nications network,” said Sanjay 
Nayak, vice president, product 
strategy, Pacnet. 

“The Greater Mekong Subre-
gion is an exciting area of eco-

A growing number of compa-
nies are seeking to establish 
a footprint within this region. 
But ... they need to know that 

the appropriate infrastructure 
and services are there to assist 
them, he said. 

Nayak said integrating these 
additional locations with the 
company’s subsea cable infra-
structure, Pacnet can address 
the growing network demand of 
its customers. 

Pacnet’s MPLS-based IP VPN 
service is available in 55 cities 
across Australia, China, France, 
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, 

Zealand, Philippines, Singa-
pore, Taiwan, Thailand, Viet-
nam, the UK and the US.
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a[mifaumiftajcpdkufenf;ynmajz&Sif;
rIrsm;udk vkyfaqmifaeonfhvkyfief;wpfck 
jzpfaom Pacnet onf jrefrmEdkifiHwGif  
MPLS tajcjyK  IP VPN    0efaqmifrI 
rsm;udk wdk;csJUaqmif&GufoGm;rnf[k ajym 

Mum;cJhaMumif;  od&onf/
tqkdygvkyfief;rS ,if;0efaqmifrIrsm; 

udk uarÇm'D;,m;ESifh vmtdktygt0if 
rJacgifa'ocGJwGifvnf; wdk;csJUvkyfaqmif 
cJhaMumif;  od&onf/

Multiprotocol Label Switching 
(MPLS)  onf  uGef&ufpD;qif;rIEIef;udk 
vsifjrefapNyD; pDrHcefYcGJ&ef ydkrdkvG,fulonfh 
pHcsdefpHEIef;rsm; udkufnDaumif;rGefaom 
enf;ynmjzpfaMumif;vnf;  od&onf/

tpdk;&rS EdkifiHjcm;&if;ESD;jr§KyfESHrIrsm;udk 
tm;ay;onfhtwGuf &v'ftaejzifh a'o 

wGif; uGef&ufcsdwfqufjcif;0efaqmifrI
vkyfief;rsm;wdk;wufvmcJhaMumif; od& 
onf/ tm&SzGHUNzdK;wdk;wufa&;bPftzGJU
tpnf;rS oHk;oyfcsuft& 2030 ckESpf 
twGif; tqdkyga'o\ ysrf;rQpD;yGm;a&; 
zGHUNzdK;wdk;wufrIrSm 7.9 &mcdkifEIef;&Sdrnf 
[k  od&onf/ 

0efaqmifrIrsm; wdk;csJUaqmif&GufrIu 
uGef&ufpDrHcefYcG JrI ½IyfaxG;jcif;rsm;udk 
avQmhcsay;Edkifovdk vkyfief;aqmif&Guf
rIudkvnf; wdk;wufaumif;rGefaprnfjzpf 
aMumif;  Pacnet  rS ajymMum;cJhonf/   
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Ma Khine Th it Lwin, executive director of TMW.               Wai Linn
Dong Gun Lee, director of RAC Asia & China Team (RAC market, division, LG).  
                                    Wai Linn

Hsing Ho, Managing director of 
Dupont group (ASEAN). 
                 Zayar Phyo

U Th ant Lwin Oo, director of 
ministry of agreculture and ir-
rigation.                   Zayar Phyo

Sittideth Sriprateth, managing 
director of Dupont Myanmar. 
                 Zayar Phyo

Wut Hmone Shwe Yi, Huawei's brand ambassador, 
pose for a photo.                 Htet Aung

DuPont Myanmar Opening Ceremony @ Chatrium Hotel, Yangon

Th e MC announces the program. 
  Zayar Phyo

Delegates pose for a photo.                    Zayar Phyo

DuPont executives pose for a photo.                   Zayar Phyo

Ribbon cutting to launch DuPont Myan-
mar offi  ce.                Zayar Phyo

Huawei New Year New Dream Grand Award Ceremony @ Traders Hotel

Models display Huawei products at the show.                                                            Htet Aung

Prize giving ceremony.                                                        Htet Aung A performance at the ceremony.              Htet Aung

LG Auto Voltage Switcher 
& Mosquito Away Air 

Conditioner Launching

A representative explains a product to visitors.                        Wai Linn Delegates celebrate the products' launch.                 Wai Linn
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